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KUCHING, Mon. --. Urban 
Malaysians have been urged 
to reflrct on the contribu- 
tions of the Barisan Na- 
sional Government in bring- 
ing progress and better 
living standards to the peo- 
ple instead of relying on the 
Opposition which has not 
contributed anything for 
their well-being. 

Prime Minister Datuk 
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad 
said today the people should 
vote for candidates who can 
help improve their living 
standards. 

“There is no use voting fol 
narties like the DAP which 
has contributed nothing to 
the people and cannot even 
offer constructive criticism. 
The party leaders prefer to 
had-mouth others, make 
wild allegations and raise 
racial issues to rain ooliti- 
cal mileage.” he &id. . 

He was responding to re- 
porters’ questions after 
opening a KIM:! million 
building for vocational and 
technical training at the 

Chung Hua (No.1) School in 
Pending, near here. The re- 
porters had asked for his 
views about people in the 
urban areas voting for the 
Opposition. 

Dr Mahathir also said the 
candidates nominated by 
the ODposition do not have 
the cilibre to serve the peo- 
ple. 

“However, recent trends 
show a change in the atti- 
tude of the people who rea- 
lise that the fast-paceto$! 
velopment, P 
infrastructure and better 
living standards in urban 
areas were the contribution 
of the BN. 

“I have confidence that 
the BN Government will re- 
ceive wider support from 
people in major towns who 
are continuously benefit- 
ting from the programmes 
and projects implemented 
by the Government for their 
well-being,” he said. 

Dr Mahathir said Opposi- 
tion leader I,im Kit Siang 
had not contributed any- 
thing to the nation nor the 
people of his constituency 
and continued to raise is- 
sues that could be consid- 

efed “extremist” while the 
BN leaders advocated toler- 
ance and moderation. 

He added that w%en Lim 
was involved in a car acci- 
dent, he blamed it on sabo- 
tage to gain symaathy from 
the voters. 

He hoped that voters in 
urban arkas would take into 
consideration the immense 
contribution of the ruling 
coalition and choose those 
who can offer more develop- 
ment and better amenities. 

Earlier in his speech, he 
said Malaysians should be 
thankful that thev lived in 
peace and harmony, where 
they were allowed to contin- 
ue to practise their varied 
cultures, religions and learn 
and speak the language of 
their choice. 

He said people in other 
multi-racial countries were 
sometimes even required to 
change their names and 
were not given the freedom 
to practise their culture and 
religion. 

He praised the Associated 
Chinese Chamber of Com- 
merce and Industry of Sara- 
wak (ACCCIS) for their RM2 
million contribution to con- 

struct the school building 
and added that this helped 
complement the Govern- 
ment’s efforts to create a 
future generation which 
was well-versed in vocation- 
al and technical fields. 

He added that the Govern- 
ment’s move to allow pri- 
vate sector participation in 
the education field was 
aimed at making Malaysia 
an education centre of the 
region where students from 
other countries could come 
to further their education. 

Among those who attend- 
ed the ceremony were Datin 
Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd 
Ali, Chief Minister Tan Sri 
Abdul Taib Mahmud, Depu- 
ty Chief Ministers Datuk Al- 
fred Jabu and Datuk Wong 
Soon Kai, Education Minis- 
ter Datuk Dr Sulaiman 
Daud, Science, Technology 
and Environment Minister 
Datuk Law Hieng Ding, 
ACCCIS president Tan Sri 
Wee Boon Ping and State 
Ministers. 

The Prime Minister was 
given a warm welcome by 
the students who had lined 
the route to the school and 
had crowded the school cor- 

gid;!s to catch a glimpse of 

Abdul Taib in his speech 
said the change of emphasis 
in education to lay greater 
stress on science and tech- 
nology augured well for the 
country. 

However, he said, the task 
of transforming society into 
one that was well-versed in 
the science and technical 
fields lies not only with the 
teachers. schools and the 
Government but also with 
parents who must inculcate 
in their children the imoor- 
tance of these fields. 

“We have to tell our chil- 
dren that science and tech- 
nology is going to be our 
way of life.” 

He said parents must play 
a role in guiding their chil- 
dren towards taking a keen- 
er interest in science and 
technology. 

He said ACCCIS had been 
gamplary in taking steps to 
prepare the community to- 
wards building a new kind 
of manpower lbased on sci- 
ence and technology. 

He said that to enjoy a 
modern, united, industrial 
and progressive Malaysia, 

all races must be prepared 
for the major transforma- 
tion that is caking place. 

Taib hoped that private 
Chinese schools would ad- 
mit non-Chinese students to 
enable better interaction 
among the younger genera- 
tion: 

“Prosperity and .racial 
harmony is essential. Over 
the last few years, there has 
been growing interaction 
among all races and grow- 
ing realisation that we have 
to build this country togeth- 
er,” he added. 

Dr Mahathir and Dr Siti 
Hasmah flew in this morn- 
ing in a Falcon jet for a two- 
day official visit. 

More than 2,000 people 
turned up at the Kuching 
International Airport to 
welcome them. They includ- 
ed Taib, Federal and State 
Cabinet Ministers, local dig- 
nitaries, senior Government 
officers and supporters of 
the four State BN parties. 

Cultural dancers from the 
various ethnic groups and 
BN party flags added colour 
to the traditional welcome 
ceremony. 
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