Uphold
cultural
identity,
urges Dr
Mabhathir

By K.P. Waran and
James Ritchie

KUCHING, Mon. — The
younger generation must
perpetuate Malaysia’s var-
ied culture and traditions to
ensure the nation’s identity
is not lost in this modern era
of . overwhelming Western
influence, Datuk Seri Dr
lédahathir Mohamad said to-
ay.

The Prime Minister said
efforts must be taken to
combine the different cul-
tural practices to produce a
truly MalaYSian culture ev-
eryone could be proud of.

Launching the national-
level Rakan Seni Budaya
programme at the State Sta-
dium here, he said thereis a |
need to appreciate old tradi- |
tions and practices and en-
sure that they are not for-
gotten.

“Youn% Malaysians must
take on the responsibility to
learn about the cultures of
the other races in a bid to
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understand each other bet- |
ter and thus gromote peace,
harmony and unity in the
country,” he told students,
Rakan Muda participants
and invited guests at the
packed stadium. ~

*

Earlier the Rakan Muda
participants put up a colour-
ful show depicting the vari-
ous cultural dances and mu-
sic found in Malaysia. The
Sarawak Symphony Orches-
tra ¢hoir aise performed a
repelrtoire of national songs.

Dri Mahathir said it was
heartening to see the partic-
ipants wearing the tradi-
tional outfits of other races
and performing dances.

“This is an indication of
the unity among the people
and that we are willing to
learn and adapt to each oth-
er's cultures,” he said.

He said despite the heavy
rain at the end of the perfor-
mance, the tenacity and
commitment of the partici-
pants in braving the down-
pour and ensuring the cere-
mony went on showed
Malaysia’s i\l'ounger genera-
tion had the resilience to
take on new challenges.

He said as Malaysia
marched towards an indus-
trialised era in the year 2020,
youngsters who would be
the leaders of tomorrow
needed to become more
knowledgeable and profi-
cient in science and technol-
ogy to play a more impor-
tant role in the nation’s
development.

Earlier, Chief Minister
Tan Sri Taib Mahmud said
the nation needed a progres-
siye generation equipped to
fafe the future with cour-

age.

Youth and Sports Minis-
ter Abdul Ghani Othman
said Rakan Muda would be-
come a Hlatform for unity
among all the races.
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