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win is good

By Saiful Azhar
Abdullah and
Noor Adzman
Baharuddin

JITRA, Sat, —— Prime Minis-
ter Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad is confident the
Barisan Nasional will win
the ninth general election.

“] think there is a good
chance for us to win, consid-
ering we've won quite a
number of seats uncontest-
ed,” said Dr Mahathir when
reporters asked about the
BN chances in the coming
election.

He was speaking to re-
porters at Kubang Pasu dis-
trict office’'s meeting room
here after the completion of
the nomination for the Ku-
bang Pasu Parliamentary
constituency.

When asked by a foreign
journalist why -the people
should vote for him again
and what he expected to
achieve, Dr Mahathir said:
“Well, it is not a question of

__voting for me, it is voting for
“thé" present Governmeént,
the system of Government.

“The Government in
which all races in Malaysia |
have a role 4o play..They.
find this system of Goverp-
ment has resulted in peace
and harmony among the dif-
ferent races in this country.
And because there is peace
and harmony, this country
has been able to develop
much faster than most oth-
er countries which have or
haven’t got the kind of prob-
lems that are posed by hav-
ing a multi-racial society.

“So I am quite sure the
people in this country value
racial harmony, value the
result of good relations be-
tween the races and the de-
velopment that follows it
and therefore would contin-

ue to support the BN.”

Asked to comment on talk
that the BN would chalk an
“earthquake” victory and
not merely a landslide win,
Dr Mahathir said he did not
expect an “earthquake”
win.

He said the opposition
parties would also be win-
ning some seats.

“Our country is not a one-
party State which conducts
a mock election. There are
countries where the Gov-

-ernment party achieved 99

per cent success in the elec-
tion and if non-Government
candidates win, they will
not be allowed to take part
in the legislative process,”
he added.

Dr Mahathir said that in

Malaysia, the Opposition
had an opportunity to win,
and even form a State Gov-
ernment, adding that the
country was practising the
right democratic system.
* “No one here can say we
are holding a mock election
bgcause .the Opposition
colild win if the people want
them. If the people do not
want them, that’s not our
fault.”

- Asked howshe wanted the
world to look at Malaysia if
the BN won the election, he
said: “I think eventually
they will accept Malaysia as
a true democracy where we
have certain values which
differ from the rest of the
world, but nevertheless
they will appreciate the fact
that our system, our way of
doing things, is the formula
of success.”

Dr Mahathir said other
countries could achieve
similar success if they
adopted the formula.

“We have grown by more
than eight per cent over the

East seven years .. so we
ope to be able to achieve

this. )

“And the world should ac-
knowledge that although
this is a multi-religious,
multi-racial, mutlti-cultur-
al, multi-lingual country,
we have managed to lite at
peace with each other.

“As you can see, of the
people who seconded me,
one is a Malay, another is a
Chinese. In Malaysia, that is
nothing unusual.

“You try and find that in
some other multi-racial
countries, you find that it is
a strange thing,” he replied
to a question posed by a-
foreign journalist.

“But here we work togeth-
er because we know what
we should do is to grow to
make the cake larger so that
everyone will have a bigger
slice. We don’t rob Peter to
pay Paul,” he added.

On the leadership’s deci-
sion to field Members of Par-
liament to contest State
seats, Dr Mahathir said this
would enable the represen-
tativesto exchange their ex-
periences at State level.

He said that was one way
of forging better rapport be-
tween the State and Federal
Governments.

Asked whether Youth and
Sports Minister Abdul
Ghani Othman would be
made the Johor Menteri Be-
sar as Tan Sri Muhyiddin
Yassin would be contesting
the Parliamentary seat, Dr
Mahathir said: “Maybe. We
have not decided on Ghani.”

Asked whether other MPs
who were contesting the
State seats would be made
the Menteris Besar of the
respective States, Dr Ma-
hathir replied: “Not neces-
sarily, they could be made
Exco members.”
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