
Opposition 
not ‘s;erisus 

MALACCA, Wed. -The Op- 
position is not serious about 
the general election and re- 
f$d&iji gEh;tpp$p: 

mad said today. 
The Prime Minister said 

the Opposition had no defi- 
nite programme for the peo- 
plr or thr country and was 
merely “contesting for the 
sake of contcstinr” against 
the Barisan Nasi&al.” 

“They don’t have confi 
dencc that they car, lvin. 

They arc not serious and 
have no serious intention of 
forming the Government. 

“This is wasteful and a 
burden to the oeoale.” he 
said in reply to questions at 
a Press conference at the 
Ayer Keroh Country Resort, 
about ltikm from here! after 
meeting the HN candidates 
at a closeddoor meeting. 

Dr Mahathir. \vho is the 
Barisan Nasional chairman. 
had carlirsr adtiriassc>d a 
large gathering at a “leader- 
mcrt-the-pf,o~)lc” stassion at 
the Ayc!r KtJroh I*;upo Ccn- 

tion. 
“ITic? .SjVtf?tTl \Vc: h;iVC used 

Kid the r;per,;l Ic,::i rooms 
are all mobiliscd anti are in 
full force.” 

Barisan shirt, was accompa- 
nied to the expo grounds by 
his wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti 
Hasmah Mohamad Ali, 
Chief Minister Datuk Mo- 
hamed Zin Abdul Ghani, 
Deputy Education Minister 
Datuk Dr Fong Chan Onn, 
State MCA chief Datuk Gan 
Boon Leong and State Bari- 
sari leaders and candidates, 
including Ghafar. 

In his address at the gath- 
ering, he urge the people not 
ta vote those who could not 
aftord to set up a Govern- 
ment. 

He said the Opposition 
party, namely the Parti Me- 
layu Semangat 46 in Malac- 
ca, was only contesting “be- 
cause of jealousy of its 
president” who was power- 
hungry. 

Dr Mahathir added the 
party could not even hope to 
set up an Opposition much 
less a Government. 

He aIs?) called on S46 can- 
didates to forget about con- 
testing and to return and 
support Umno. 

Dr Mahathir said there 
~~2s no point for the people 
to suul,ort S46 which had no 
du&;on, the DAP which 
Wi% UIllkiTl~Jcratlc Or Pas 
\\hii _c~ policies ran counter 
to Islamic: teachings. 

l’he Prime Minister atrain 
touched on the DAP’s b‘firn- 
mg of the Star newspaper 
pesterday. describing it as 

Dr Mahathir said the sup- 
port for BN was notable in 
Sabah. “And in Kelantan 
the atmosphere is different 
from that in 1990.” 

Asked to comment on Tun 
Mohamed Salleh Abas’ can- 
didacy in the Lembnh Pan 
tai parlianientarv constitu- 
ency. he said: “F& a persotl 
who is ex-Lord President. I 

Asked on former Deputy 
Prime hlinister Ghafar Baba 
defending his seat, Dr Ma- 
hathir said Ghafar never re- 
signed from politics in the 
first pldce. 

“It 12 only that he did not 
win the election for the dep- 
uty Umno presidency and 
this does not mean that he 
has withdrawn from poli- 
tics.” 

Dr Mahathir said he re- 
spected Ghafar’s continued 
support for the Barisan by 
taking part in campaigns. 

Asked whether he would 
be included in the Cabinet, 
he said: “We have not decid- 
ed _._ We are happy that he is 
going to stand in Jasin”. 

Dr Mahathir,. wearing a 

. . 
an intolerant party. 

Dr Mahathir said for all’ 
its criticisms of a Press that 
is not free, the DAP had the 
Rocket which never had 
anything good to . y  about 
the BN. P 

“Now, if the Df$P is the 
Govexixnt, t1icrtZ will not 
be the 9ar, Xe!ew Straits 
Times... litusan . ..instead 
we will have Rocket One, 
‘lko. l’hiee .,. Four.” 

Rlcanuhilt~. Malacca BN 
chit+ Datuk Mohd %m Abdul 
Ghani sad the big turn-up 
at the cxpo c,entrc reflected 
the people’s SUp[JcJrt for r3 
Mahathir, other BN leaders 
and the Government. 

About 5,000. some of 
whom waited through a 
brief spell of heavy rain, lis- 
tened to thr Prime Minister. 

Also present were 200 
members 01 the local Fortu- 
gucse community led by its 
headman nlichael Young, 
who said they ha\r been 
looking forward to meeting 
the Prime Minister. 

“The fact that Dr Ma- 
hathir mentioned about our 
community in his address, 
showed that he cared for 
us.” he said, 

Dr Mahathir arrived at 
Batu Berendam airport 
from Muar by he ‘copter 
about 4pm before e was 

t 
taken to Ayer Kero Expo 
centre, 20km away, b ’ a spe- 
cial entourage headed by . .-. 

signature blue long-sleeved lLlotlci zin 
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