“Voice’ fails
to disrupt
speech

by Dr M

KUALA TERENGGANU,
Thurs, — The playback of a
recorded speech, presum-

ably by the Opposition, dis-

rupted Prime Minister Da-
tuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad’s speech for a
brief three minutes at a cer-
emony to launch a low-cost

housing project in Bukit

Tunggal near here today.

The incident occurred
about 6pm when Dr Ma-
hathir was delivering his
speech. All of a sudden a
voice in a Kelantanese dia-
lect was heard voicing dis-
satisfaction and condemn-
ing the Government.

At first those present
thought that somebody had
gone up to the stage where
Dr Mahathir was delivering
his speech.

However, on closer in-
spection, the voice was
found to have originated
from a speaker, located di-
rectly in front of the stage
opposite where Menteri Be-
sar Tan Sri Wan Mokhtar
Ahmad was sitting.

A police personnel imme-

diately disconnected the:

wires from the speaker
which led all the way be-
hind the crowd facing the
stage.

Although the voice ap-
peared to have been a re-
cording, it was not immedi-
ately confirmed if police had
discovered the audio equip-
ment used to interrupt the

function.
Dr Mahathir, w ap- l~
- peared stunned at firgt, con-

tinued with his speech criti-
cising the Opposition for
ungentlemanly conduct.

Jokingly, the Prime Min-
ister said he was about to
end his spéech, but the irre-
sponsible action by the Op-

osition in disrupting him

ad annoyed him and en-
couraged him to continue
talking.

The Prime Minister ended
his speech about 20 minutes
after the interruption and
then proceeded to lay the
foundation for the low-cost
housing project.

Earlier, Dr Mahathir said
the Government had offered
cheap houses forithe poor.

“We have asked all hous-
ing developers to build low-
| cost houses to be sold to the

poor, besides the luxury
units and middle-range
homes for the rich and those
who can afford them.”

He stressed that the BN
only promised things that it
could fulfil, unlike the Op-
position which only gave
empty promises,

“As a responsible Govern-
ment, we have built roads,
provided water and electric-
ity supply, even to the most
remote areas in the coun-
try,» he said.
~ Dr Mahathir said the BN
'Govenment had also extend-
ed financial aid to Pas in
Kelantan for development
purposes so that the rakyat
could benefit from it but the

i truth was twisted by the
Opposition, reflecting the
un atefulnesa::f the party.

I

n Parti Mdlayu Seman-
at 46, he said

come Umno president.
“Tengku Razaleigh is a
lfoser who cannot accept de-
eat.

Government had spent mil-
lions of ringgit to build
" bridges but instead the Pas
supporters claimed these as
their own and refused to
allow BN supporters to stick
their banners or place the
party’s flags on them,

e party was
ormed as a res®lt of Tengku |
Razaleigh Hamezah's frus. :
tration after failing to be-

He also said that the BN '
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