
PM: The 41 tried 
to deceive voters 
By Azman Ahmad 
and Sufi Yusof 
KUAI,A TKKENGGANU. 
Thurs. Prime Minister 
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mo- 
hamad said the 41 former 
Barisan Nasional party 
members who are contest- 
ing as Independents in the 
general election were ex- 
pelled because they tried to 
deceive voters by -claiming 
that they would be readmit- 
ted inte the party if they 
win. 

Dr Mahathir, who de- 
scribed them as traitors, 
said they tried to convince 
voters that voting them was 
like voting for the UN. 

“These are lies. We do not 
accept traitors who join the 
party for the sake of being 
nominated and when they 
are not, they walk out on the 
party. 

Dr Mahathir reiterated 
that these people would not 
be accented bv the nartv 
evcniftheywon. - - 

The Prime Minister was 
asked to comment on the 
expulsion of 41 BN m:mbers 

including 34 from Umno, af- 
ter a lunch hosted by Men- 
teri Besar Tan Sri Wan 
Mokhtar Ahmad at the lat- 
ter’s official residence, here, 
today. 

Asked why there was a 
large number of candidates 
sacked from the BN parties, 
he said this was because the 
candidates were from all 
over the country. 

“Previously, this was 
done on a piecemeal basis 
and not in one go. We did 
not tally the number of can- 
didates (contesting as Inde 
pendents) in the last general 
election because their num- 
ber was small,” he said. 

Asked if it would affect 
the BN’s chances in the gen- 
eral election, Dr Mahathir 
said it would not. 

“The candidates who 
were sacked will be dream- 
ing if they still think they 
can win the seats they are 
contesting.” 

Asked to comment on the 
?PJ+g pg~“e,~ya~ 
campaign compared to 1990, 
he said this was because the 

C$zq;sition had run out of 

“That is why they are 
harping on racial and emo- 
tional sentiments. This is 

ve%:‘t”~$ave Pas and 
friends overseas, and the 
foreign media is heaping 
praises on their efforts be- 
cause they are not happy to 
see Malaysia enjoying peace 
and harmony.” 

Dr Mahathir said the for- 
eign media was sunoontive 
of-these grou s to-create 
disunitv in Ma P avsia so that 
there would be”chaos and 
the country would become 
uncompetitive with other 
forei 

Y%&%%~~e that the 
leaders of this country are 
Muslims and they want to 
denict Muslims as incanable 
of administering the coun- 
try fairly.” 

Asked if the Government 
would take action against 
the Onnosition for drum- 
ming rip racial sentiments, 
the Prime Minister said it 
would not be easy to do so. 

“If we act against them, 

the foreign media will ac- 
cuse us of being undemo- 
cratic. That is why Lim Kit 
Sian (DAP secretary-gener- 
al) ares to challenge the cf 
oolice to detain him so that 
he can prove his allegation 
that there is no democracy 
in Malaysia and that Oppo- 
sition party members are 
thrown-in jail. 

“Even if we act within the 
law, the foreign media 
would condemn us without 
even thinking that we are 
resoonsible for administer- 
ing-the laws in the country.” 

On Parti Melavu Seman- 
gat 46’s decision-to take le- 
gal action against the media 
for not being fair to political 
parties, Dr Mahathir said: 

“To them it is not fair 
when they do not get the 

i%&oa;: :%h!$o” ::: 
support, then the Opposi- 
tion will say that the media 
is fair,” he said. 

He added that the Govern- 
ment too could take legal 
action against Time maga- 
zine or Newsweek. 

“But that is not our way.” 
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