
i Dr Mahathir 
praises 
NAM as 
a Vibrant 
movement 
KUALA ILJMPLJR, Sat. 
I)atuk Seri I)r Mahathir Mo- 
hamad said the Non- 
Aligned Movcmcnt (NAM) 
has heen a vibrant force in 
dc~fcnding the indc!pcndcncc 
of mrmbcr countries since 
its ince 

‘l’hr 1: 
tion. 
rime Minister said 

NAM has been able to cham- 
pion the cause of member 
c~ountrics for an equitable 
political and econoinic or- 
tltsr. 

tic said the movement 
provided members with the 
strength and identity to 
stcxlr them through compli- 
cated international rela- 
tions that characterised the 
Cold W:rr era. 

110 said the ability of NAM 
to remain true to its princi- 
plcs and objectives has 
plnccd the movement on a 
sound footing to meet thr 
challenges of the post Cold 
War rra. 

‘rhe relevance of NAM as 

;():,D;::; ,;&$;;:;;;$i;f 
vance their interests has 
now assumed greater im- 
portance. 

In this regard, Malaysia b 
applauds the role Indone- 
sian President Suharto in 
his capacity has chairman 
of NAM and for instilling 
greater solidarity in the 
movement. 

Dr Mahathir said this is in 
a special message to cob- 
memorate the 40th anniver- 
sary of the Asia-Pacific con- 
ference on April 24 at 
Bandung, Indonesia. 

(The conference had is- 
sued the historic Bandung 
Declaration in 1955 to chart 
the struggle of newly inde- 
pendent countries which 
paved the way for the forma- 
tion of NAM in 1961.) 

The event will be held in 
conjunction with the three- 
dav NAM’s ministerial 

/ meeting of the co-ordinating 
bureau on April 25, accord- 
ing to a statement by Wisma 
Putra today. 

The Government has ap- 
pointed the country’s p&r- 
manrnt representative to 
the United Nations, Tan Sri 
Razali Ismail, as the special 

, envoy to the meeting. 
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