
By Nuraina Samad 
PENANG, Sat. Datuk 
Set-i Dr Mahathir Mohamad 
said today the police and the 
security forces are not tools 
of the Government to be 
used in an oppressive man- 
ner or to carrv out unlawful 
acts. 

“They ar$instruments of 
democracy. They are 
trained and professional 
and maintain peace and or- 
der with discipline, guided 
by the laws of the country. I 
must congratulate them for 
carrying out their duties 
without fear or favour in 
trying times, especially dur- 
ing the general election,,” 
the Prime Minister said 
when opening the Bandar 
;3;1 Air Itam police statron 

Dr’ Mahathir said the po- 
lice were neutral and an 
agency for the enforcement 
of the law. 

“They would therefore, 
take action against anyone 
who breaks or violates the 
law, whoever it is, whether 
the person is a Government 
Minister, Chief Minister or 
Menteri Besar.” 

Dr Mahathir said Malay- 
sians should be thankful for 
having a police force that 
was thorough and profes- 
sional in maintaining peace 
and which allowed them to 
constantly feel safe. 

He said Malaysians 
should appreciate this but 
unfortunately, he added, 
certain quarters are inciting 
(the people) not to value the 
peace. - 

Dr Mahathir said these 
quarters,, which practised 
the pohtlcs of fear and ha- 
tred to get sympathy and 
votes, made allegations that 
there would be racial riots if 
they won in the election. 

They also incited the peo- 
ple to hate the Government 
and the police, he added. 

Dr Mahathir said this was 
“very bad and dangerous” 
for the country and said 
that he believed that the 
police would maintain 
peace in the country whoev- -- 
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er won (in the election). 
Acknowledging that the 

police were facing much 
pressure and many chal- 
lenges, especially during 
the run-up to the general 
election, the Prime Minister 
said it was unfortunate that 
there were quarters who at- 
tempted to challenge the au- 
thority of the police by defy- 
ing police orders. They did 
this to provoke the police 
into acting against them so 
as to gain the sympathy of 
voters: 

He said thev also wanted 
the sympathy-of foreigners, 
including the foreign media, 
which often sees developing 
countries like Malaysia as 
backward and without the 
capability to administer 
themselves. 

“To them (the foreign me- 
dia), developing countries 
are happy to use powers to 
oppress the people and the 
police are used by Govern- 
ments (of developing coun- 
tries) to oppress the people. 

Dr Mahathir said the po- 
lice would have to abide by 
the law which required 
them to act against anyone 
who broke the law. 

“And if the police, in or- 
der to protect their credibil- 
ity, take rational action, in 
accordance with the law, 
the foreign media will say 
that the police are using 
force, against, for instance, 
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the opposition party, on be- 
half of the Government. 

“This is not true at all. If 
the law is violated in the 
country, we do not care who 
it is, the police will take 
action (against them). This 
is their duty.” 

Dr Mahathir said, today, 
even the Rulers are not 
above the laws of the coun- 
try. 

“The country res ects the 
law and we follow t fl e rule of 
law and we will appl 

T 
the 

law as provided by the aw. 
“There is no use in having 

laws which are not imple- 
gi:z b$$&Qf’$$ 
son) is from the side of the 
Government or the Opposi- 
tion.” 

Dr Mahathir reiterated 
that democracy did not 
mean freedom for the people 
to do whatever they wanted, , 
as in some Western coun- 
tries. 

“Our democracy must be 
order1 We must follow the 
rule o Y law. We cannot have 
absolute freedom.... democ- 
racy and the law are com- 
pattble and can live tqgeth- 
er.” I 

The Prime Minister also 
reminded the 
place a high 

‘eople to 
va ue on the P 

racial harmony that had 
been achieved in this coun- 
~g;g,:‘at some expense in 

Yl%o hundred people died 
(in the racial riots of 1969). 
We do not w$pt,Joh;es\ydt 
;avyg a am 

tfl at this was not 
to scare the peo le as the 
Opposition had a leged, but P 
to remind them of the im- 
gEFsyl racial harmony 

The r&e Minister was #. 
accom anied by his wife, 
Datin tie* I-I Dr Siti Hasmah 
Mohamed Ali and Chief 
Minister Dr Koh Tsu Koon. 

Also present were lnspec- 
torGenera1 of Police Tan Sri 
Rahim Noor, State police 
chief Deputy Commissioner 
Datuk Salleh Mat Som and 
senior State police officers. 

About 5,000 people, in- 
cluding 
and their amilies as well as Ip 

olice personnel 

local residents, were there. 
For scores of people, the 

old and the voun~ of all 
races,% was ari op &unity 
not to be misse % 
ap roached 

as they 

B 
Dr Mahathir 

an Dr Siti Hasmah to shake 
their hands and get their 
autographs. 
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