
Oppositio ‘desperate, 
rescirting to rou h tactics’ 
JELI, Sun. -~ The Opposi- 
tion parties’ rough treat- 
ment of representatives 
from the mass media, ill- 
cludin yesterda ‘s assault 

& h on a T 3 crew, s ows their 
~~~~~;;~~o~~~~d :?A F 
day. 

crmncnt would takr action 
against anyone who harmed 
mumhers of the mass media. 

‘To a qul5tion whether the 
Oppositi~~n is bt!coining 
IlitiiC ;1gglo.~hiVC~ in thei;. 
campaign, the Prime Minis. 
tcr said they stlemed dc~spcl~- 
ate anti had r(>sorted to 
“rough” campaigning. 

back and continue their “Why do they den a pri- 
vntc TV crew or the lovcrn. cy 
ni[ltlt. for that matter, from 
tXovuring. That shows the 
tncasur~~ of intolerance ;intl 
undemocratic instances of 
,711 irrrsponiblc political par- 
ty.” 

The Prime Minister said 
he was informed of the inci- 
dent and was awaiting a full 
report. 

“I heard that the TV3 
crew was roughed up and its 
camera damaged.” he said 
in response to reporters 
questions after a meet-the- 
people session in Kampung 
Nangka, near here. 

In the incident in Kuala 
Kedah, two TV3 crew mcm- 
bers said they were bratcn 
up by Pas supporters while 
they were recording the pro- 
ceedings. 

Dr Mahathir said the Gov- 

“Evelr the DAP chased 
nwav a TV crew rovcring 
Ihei; functions.” 

Dr Mahathir said he hat: 
man;; dealings with differ. 
enl types of people ii-om the 
mass media. hut had not 
resorted to rough tactics. 

Fk :~rldetl that. 11~ had de- 
clined a request to bc inter- 
viewed by thr Auslralian 
l3roadcasting Car oration 
vesterdav because t c latter PI 
&nly crit’icisrttl I he Govcm~ 
mcnt. 

“I ot;ly dcc,line to be inter- 
viewcri and ask them to go 

false reports. But., WC do not 
chase them away or beal 
thorn up.” 

In Penang. 1)~ )utv Priml 
Minist.cr Datuk L cri Anwiu b 

“Even before they win in 
the election they take rough 
and harsh action. It means 
their leadership has failed 
to control the extrem!st Rtti- 
tudc, hi fact, their leaders 
too encourage this in their 
speeches,” hc said. 

“This is the probIer;, whc~ 
leaders of an irresponsible 

1 
arty, using the lslomic 
antler, incite hatred and 

take the law into their owl: 
hands. When they take t!:e 
law into their own hands 
this is what happens,” 

Anwar said the Govern- 
ment could not allow such 

hnh wc Ihcrr. WC! du Ilot 
t;lka this as an issue. ‘l’h(ly 
IlcrVo lllil~liplIl;~t~!d (1111‘ filets. 

Anwar was speaking to 
reporters after visiting stall 
holders at Island Glades. 

In Alor Star, Mentcri Be- 
WI Tan Sri Osman Aroff 
described locai Pas leaders 
a11d its former deputy youth 
rhief Mo!~mad S~bu as 
weak when ihev faiied to 
prevent ;I group ~2 their sup- 
porters from assaulting the 
crew mmbers. 

tic said rood leaders 
should be a ,,e lo control b 
their supporters and that 
their members would ai- 
ways heed advice g!ve;l to 
thPn1. 
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