PM still lm)kmg for rlght candidate to fill post

JITRA, Wed. — P’rime Min-
ister Datuk Seri Dr Ma-
hathir Mohamaq said the
candidate to fill the quota of
a Cabinet Minister from Sa-
bah will not necessarily be
from a Kadazan-Dusun
based-party. +

“He will not necessarily
be from a Kadazan-based
party but he will be from
Sabah,” he said when asked
by reporters when he would
announce the Xadazan-Du-
sun candidate to fill up the
Sabah quota in the Cabinet.

“The vacancy in the Cabi-
net is not for the Kadazan-
Dusunn but for the Sabah
people,” he told reporters at
§ﬂs Hari Raya Aidil Adha
open house at Dewan Jitra
here.

Dr Mahathir said original-
1y, the Cabinct post was not
a Kadazan seat.

“Previously, there were
Kadazans in the Cabinet
like Datuk Dr James Ong-
kili dml Datuk Kasitah Ga-
dam,” he said.

R(,calhm, how the Cabi-
net seal was given to a Sa-
bah leader, he said:

“Actually, the Cabinet
post was [first given to Tun

Datu Mustapha Dalu Harun
although at that thme there
was dhe,uly a Sdbdh men-
ber in the Cabinet.”

Dr Mahathir said afler
Datu Mustapha quit the Ba-
risan Nasional, the Cabinet
post was given to a Kada-
zan.

“Therefore, we cannot say
the post belongs to the Ka-
dazan. Actually, it belongs
to the Sabah people,” he
added.

Dr Mahathir, when an-
nowncing the Cabinet on
May 4, did not name the
Minister from Sabah in the
line-up.

Before the general e]e‘(‘
tion, Parti Demokratik Sa-
bah (I'DS) Datuk Bernard
Dompok, a Kadazan, was
made a Minister in the
Prime Minister's Depart-
ment.

The post was left vacant
after Dompok was defeated
in Penampang in last
moutls general election.

Asked on the candidate to
be appointed to the Cabinet,
Ir Mahathir said he was
still looking for the right
candidate.

He said the interest ol all

RBarisan Nasional coinpo-
nent parties and various
ethnie groups in Sabal
would be considered in de-
ciding the candidate for the
post.

Asked about the criteria
for the candidate, the Prime
Minister said: “He will rep-
resent the State and must be
acceptable to the BN compo-
nent parties and the various
ethnic groups.”

Dr Mahathir also said it
would be difficult for the
Government to accomino-
date every component party
by giving each of them a
seat in the Cabinet.

“There are 14 parties in
the coalition. Some are
small, some big parties... We
try to be fair but it is djffi-
cult 1o accommodate all the
narties. Some may not get to

e in the Cabinet,” he said.

On the new list of Sena-
tors, Pr Mahathir said hLe
had not finalised it.

Asked whether the Gov-
ernment would have elec-
tion of Senators, the Prime
Minister said the duties ol
Malaysian Senators differed
from iheir counterparls in
other countries.

“In sonie countries, they
hold elections for the Sqndto
and the Senators are power-
ful to the extent of crippling
{he functions of the Govern-
ment and overruling the
Government and the presi-
dent,” he added.

He said if meinbers of the
Senate were elected, they
would concentrate merely
on gaining popularity.

“When they rely ou popu-
larity to remain in office,
their decisions will no long-
er be based on common
sense and logic or certain
interests.

“This system has caused a
ot of Governmenis to be
unable to function. When
vou gZive tuo much power to
the Senate, then the G(n-
ernment cannot function,”
he added.

Asked whether Le woulkl
review thc limit of asix-year
term {OF Senators, Dr Ma-

hathir said: “l will continue
that way, olherwise some
senators will want to be sen-
ators for 1ife and other peo-
ple won't have a chance.”

bir Mabiathir said the sys-
tem practised by Malaysia
which allowed the elected

Government to choose the
Senators was a good system.
“Otherwise we will have a
Senate with a different
membership ‘as in some
countries and as a result
nothing could he done.

“The worst thing a coun-
try could suffer from is lack
of decisiveness... the Press
always complains that soimme
Prime Ministers are indeci-
sive. Actually the Press
likes indecisive Prime Min-
isters as it provides a lot of
news,

“But here, we decide and
that's it,” he added.

Asked whether the Gov-
emnment would allow the lo-
cal governent mewbers to
be elected, he said a local
government election would
have the same effect.

“We sce in many coun-
tries, the countries stay in
permanent tension because
they are having eleclion ev-
ery now and then.

“Kverybody cannot focts
on the developmeut of the
counitry, they are more con-
cerned about contesting the
rlection. As a result they
neglect the interest of the
people,” he added.
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