
JI’IXA, Wed. - Prime Min- 
ister Dnluk Scri Dr Ma- 
hathir Mohamad said thy 
candidate lo fill the quota of 
a Cabincl Minister from Sa- 
bah will not necessarily be 
from a Kadazan-Dusun 
based-party. 4 

“He vi111 not necessarily 
be from a Kad;tzan-based 
party hut he will be Born 
Sabah,” he said when askrd 
by repotters whcu he would 
announce the Katla~;m-Du- 
sun candidate to fill up the 
Sabah quota in the Cabmet. 

The V;lGtUCy ill the Cabi- 
net is not for the ICatlaz:m- 
lXlSUU bU1 for the Silbah 
f~~ople,“,l~e toid rcpc!t-tcts at 
IIS Ihn Raya Aid11 Adha 
open house at Dewan Jitra 
hcrc. 

Dr Mnhalhir said original- 
ly. th? Cabinet post was tlOt 
a lixlaznn soat. 

“Previously, there were 
Iiailazans in the Cabinet 
like Datttk Dr Jantrs 01tg. 
kili and Datuh Kas~lalt Ga- 
dam,” iw said. 

Ilccallin~ how’ the Cal% 
net scat was given to a Sa- 
bnh leader, he said: 

“Actually, ihc Cabinet 
posl was Cirst given to Tim 

IkJtU Muslapha DaltJ 1larUJl 
althoub;h at that. time thcrc 
was already a Sabah mem- 
bcr in the Cabinet.” 

Dr Mnhathir said afler 
Datu Mustnpha (nit the I&- 
risan Nasional. 1 t le Cabinet 
post was given to a Kada- 
7an. 

“Therefore, we cannot say 
the post belongs lo the Ka- 
dazan. Actually, it belongs 
to the Sabah people,” he 
added. 

Dr Mahathir, when an- 
nouncing the Cabinet on 
May 4. did not name the 
Minister from Sabah in the 
line-up. 

IJefore Ilic general elec- 
tion, Pnrli 1 ~etuokratik Sa- 
bah (PEG) Dntuk Bernard 
Dotnpok, a Kadazan, wx 
111;itk ;I Minister in the 
Prime Minister’s Depart- 
tnrnt. 

The i,ost was It?ft vncant 
aflcr Dompok was defeated 
in I’enamparig in last 
tnotilli’s treticral election. 

Askcd&t the candidate to 
be appointed to the Cabitlct, 
Dr Mnh:tthir said he was 
slill looking for Ihe right 
candidate. 

lie said tlic interest 01 all 

l&trisatr Nasional compo- 
nent parties aml various 
ethnic groups in Sabnh 
would be considered in de- 
ciding the candidate for the 
post.- 

Asked about the criteria 
for the candidale, the Prime 
Minister said: “He will rep- 
resent. tlte Stale and must be 
acCf~~lt:lbk t0 the IIN NllnpO- 
nent parties and the various 
ethnic groups.” 

Dr Maltalhir also said it 
would be difficult. for tllu 
Government to accommo- 
date cvcry component par& 
by g,iving each of them a 
sent tn the Cabinet. 

“There are 14 parties in 
the coalition. Some are 
small, some hip: parties... We 
try to be fair but it is dilli-. 
cult. to aCCoJnJnotlale all the 
)at t it3 Some may ttcrt Ket. to t: e m the Cabinet.” he said. 

On the new list of Seun- 
lors. 1% Maltalhir said he 
hall tool finalisrtl it. 

Asked whetlter the Gov- 
t?rnttteiit would have &c- 
tion of Senators, the Prime 
Minister said the duties of 
Malaysian Setiators differed 
from Ilieir counterparls in 
olher countries. 

“IJJ sonw Countms. tlwy 
hold elections for the Sqnatc 
:lnd the Serlntors :rre power- 
fill to the extent 0C cripplitig 
the functions of the Govet-tt- 
merit illld overruiitig the 
Govcrntncnt and the presi- 
dent,” he added. 

He said if tnetnlters of 111~ 
Senate were elected, they 
would coriccrilralc merely 
on gaining popitlaritv. 

“Wllc!n they rely 011 pjnr- 
lnrity to rcitiairt in office, 
their decisions will no long- 
er be based 011 comiiwn 
Sell%3 and kJgiC or certain 
intrmsls. 

“This systrin has miiserl ii 
1~1 of Govertmtcnls I.0 lye 
unabic to Rtnclion. WliCn 
you give iuo tnuch power to 
the Swate, tlieti Lhc Gov- 
f!J’Utllf91~ CtJJlJlO~ fUtlCttOJ1,” 
he :Ilkierl. 

Askctl whclher lie woultl 
rovicw llte ltntil ~~fa:;is-yc~:~r 
term f6r Scn:rlors, Dr Ma- 
hathirsaid: “It will cotttinllc 
that way. oll~:rwise some 
SCtlil/.t1t’S Will W:JJlt t0 tJf: %‘I,- 
alors TfX life ;tnd 0Lllcr iNdO- 
plr won’t have ;I Ch2Jll:e.” 

tJr Mali:ttltir said t:ic sys 
ietn practisctl by Mnl:tvsi;\ 
which allowed the elected 

Government to choose lh? 
Scilxtotx was ;i good systrm. 

“Ollicrwise WC will have n 
Senate wilh 3 tliffcrenl 
itietttbcrship as in some 
countries aud as a result 
1lOtiliJlg COUll~ be tlone. 

“The worst thing a cwn- 
try Coli~r~ sU&r froln is Iai*k 
of decisiveness... the Press 
alway complains that some 
IVime Ministers are inricci- 
sivc. Actually the l-‘rchs 
likes indecisive Prime Min- 
isters as it urovidcs a lot of 
news.  ̂

“hit here, WC decide and 
that’:; it,” he added. 

Asked whether t.hc Gov- 
l:rntlJcrlt woultl allow the lu- 
cai ~oVcnll~~unt ttlelrlhers to 
he elected. he said a local 
~:ovcmmc:nt election would 
llavr~ the same effect. 

“We see in many couti- 
trices, t.hc couulries stay in 
l~r~ririnnenl tension because 
1 hey :rre having eieclion ev- 
cl-y J~OW r7 nd ~.hetl. 

9:vt!rylmly cnt111ot fact ts 
0~1 tht! development of tltc! 
cotitilry. thy are more Con- 
ccrtted about contesting IlIe 
~lcclion. As :3 result they 
ncglt~ct the inl.crcsl of the 
people,” he added. 
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