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on Bosnia 
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arms embargo on Bosnia- 
Herzegovina to allow its 
people to defend them- 
selves against Serb aggres- 
sion 

Prime Minister Datuk 
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad 
said the UN and the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisa- 
tion (Nate) should with- 
draw their forces from Bos- 
nia-Herzegovina and allow 
the Bosnians to defend 
themselves. 

“I have made the sugges- 
tion a long time ago. If the 
UN and Nato are unwilling 
to face the danger to their 
soldiers, it is best they pull 
out from the country and 
allow the people of Bosnia 

“,ea$%2tot%ef&i~pZerZ 
selves. 

“Where is justice when 
we cannot help others and 
at the same time we don’t 
allow others to help those 
in need,” he said when 
asked by reporters to com- 
ment on the worsening sit- 
uation in Bosnia whel;e two 
French peacekeepers were 
killed in Sarajevo yester- 
day after Bosnian Serbs 
took 93 UN soldiers as hu- 
man shields against Nato 
air strikes. 

He was speaking to ,re- 
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tai Halban here. 
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Yesterday, when com- 
menting on Nato strikes on 
Serbs 
hathir x 

ositions, Dr Ma- 
escribed the move 

as “merely play-acting”. 
He also said the UN was 

not serious in resolving the 
war in Bosnia-Herzegovina 
and he was not convinced 
the military air strikes over 
the past few days would 
continue because the UN 
feared its soldiers would be 
cornered by the Serbs and 
subsequently dragged into 
a war. 

Asked about the tussle 
among leaders of the oppo- 
sition parties to be the next 
Opposition Leader, Dr Ma- 
hathir said the Govern- 
ment would not interfere in 
the selection. __.- ____. 

“I don’t think of any- 
thing. That is their busi- 
ness. They can choose any- 
body. It is up to them. 1 
t;;,t want to touch on 7. 

Asked on the role played 
by the Opposition Leader in 
Parliament, Dr Mahathir 
said: “In the past, they nev- 
er played any role at all. 
(Lim) Kit Siang was an ab- 
solute failure as an Opposi- 
tion Leader. It’s no differ- 
ent whether he is an 
Opposition Leader or not a 
leader no different.” 

_ Dr Mahathir was also 

asked about speculation 
that Tan Sri Osman Aroff 
was an interim Menteri Be- 
sar. 

“All Menteris Besar are 
temporary until they cease 
to be Menteris Besar. How 
temporary is temporary.. 
we have to wait, maybe five 
years, maybe Id years. It is 
still temporary. There is no 
permanent Menteri Besar 
and no permanent Prime 
Minister also.” 

On the speculation, the 
Prime Minister said in jest: 
“Speculation, they can 
soeculate that you will .__-~~ 

become Governor of Pe- 
nane or Sabah... I will be- 
come Governor of Penang, 
yes, I am looking forward to 
that.” 

Asked why former Agri- 
culture Minister Datuk Seri 
Sanusi Junid, who is now 
State Assemblyman for 
Kuah, rejected the offer to 
become a State Exco mem- 
ber, Dr Mahathir said: “I do 
not know whether he re- 
jected... so we wait.” 

Asked whether the offer 
was made to Sanusi, he 
said: “That is not for me to 
say yes or no.” 
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