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KUALA LUMPUR: Umno showed it means busi-
ness in fighting money politics by sacking Tajud-
din Rahman, a member alleged to have splurged
RMé6 million in his bid to head the Pasir Salak
division.

Party president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Moha-
mad said that based on evidence gathered, Umno’s
disciplinary committee determined that the busi-
nessman had indulged in money politics.

“We have unanimously decided that he be ex-
pelled from the party. He cannot contest any post
because he is no longer an Umno member,” Dy Ma-
hathir told reporters after chairing the Umno su-
preme council meeting vesterday.

The sacking endoed speculation over the person
dubbed the “Six Mitlion Dollar Man.”

Althoueh the Prime Minister was only willing to
say that Tajuddin had only spent “a large amount of
money” 1o secure the leadership of the division,
Unmo secretary-general Datuk Mohamed Rabhmat
later confirmed that the businessman was the per-
son who had purportedly spent RM6 million in his
bid for power.

Deputy president and  disciplinary committee
chatriman Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim had provided
evidence during the meeting to show that Tajuddin
had spent a large amount of money to secure the
leadership of the Pasir Salak division, now headed
by Perak Mentri Besar Tan Sri Ramli Ngah Talib.

The evidence included documents and a photostat
copy of RM1,000 which was given to a branch mem-
ber, receipts for big receptions and letters from
Umno members who had been given bribes.

On proposals that the Anti-Corruption Agency
{ACA) be brought in to investigate money politics
practitioners, Dr Mahathir said he believed that
such matters should be resolved within the party.

“I feel that they should report practices of money
politics to the party disciplinary committee because
_we have the machinery to handle it,” he said. -
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Dr M: We have to be firm in handling this matter
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However, Dr Mahathir add-
ed. members who were not sat-
isfied with the actions of the
supreme council were free to
take the matter to the ACA.

Dr Mabhathir said the party
would only act when it had suf-
ficient evidence, and action

taken would be in accordance
with the provisions lined out in
the party code of ethics.

He said some cases may bhe
acted upon immediately while
show-cause letters and warn-
ings may be issued for others.

Asked if an accused member
could seek redress, Dr Ma-

hathir said: “We do not have a
tribunal. But if the need arises,
a member accused of practis-
ing money politics can request
that his case be heard.”

Dr Mahathir said although
the party had amended its con-
stitution to provide for action
against meoney politics, errant

members would continue to do
it as long as they believed they
could get away with it.

“It is up to us to show how
serious and firm we are in han-
dling the matter. If we are
firm, they will get the mes-
sage,” he added.
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