PM: We’re acting to ensure
enough power for Penang

By Manan Osman
and A. Kathirasen

PENANG, Sat. -— Prime
Minister Datuk Seri Dr Ma-
hathir Mohamad said the
Government is taking steps
to ensure that a sufficient
supply of electricity is pro-
vided to Penang.

He said among the mea-
sures were installing two
additional submarine cables
to the island and construct-
ing a power station.

He said although the lav-
ing of submarine cables
would cost the Government
three times more in terms of
expenditure, it had decided
to go ahead with the project
“for the sake of the people of
Penang™ and to ensure that
Penang continued to pros-
per.

Furthermore, he said, it
was imperative that Penang
had sufficient power in view
of the large number of fac-
tories in the State whose
uninterrupted operations
were critical.

“Besides the cables, there
is the power station to fall
back on. This is the measure
of our concern for the people
of Penang who gave the Ba-
risan Nasional strong sup-
port in the last (general)
election,” Dr Mahat%]
when launching the Pe-
nang-BHI. (Ban Hin Lee
Bank) City on Parade at Pa-
dang Kota this afternoon.

Dr Mahathir was refer-
ring to the June 25 fire
which damaged the cables
running under the Penang
Bridge. As a result of the

ir said -

fire, the island was without
uninterrupted electricity
for 10 days, disrupting in-
dustrial and commercial op-
erations and causing hun-
dreds of millions of ringgit
in lossges.

Following the damage to
the three circuits, electric-
ity supply to the island
came only through two sub-
marine cables — commis-
sioned in 1979 connecting
Prai on the mainland to Ge-
lugor on the island — which
can only carry a maximum
of 170 megawatts of electric-
ity a day. Penang island
needs 330mw of electricity a
day.

The new submarine ca-
bles. to run from Juru on the
mainland to Bayan Lepas on
the island, would be able to
carry 500mw each.

At the time of the inci-
dent, Dr Mahathir was over-
seas.

Also present were the
Prime Minister’s wife Datin
Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd
Ali, Deputy Prime Minister
Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim,
his wife Datin Seri Dr Wan
Azizah Ismail, Chief Minis-
ter Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon
and State tourism commit-

tee chairman Kee Phaik
. Che
THig a’iﬁﬁgmf)arade is

sponsored by Ban Hin Lee

-Bank in conjunction with

‘%t_s 60th anniversaty celebra-
100.

The Prime Minister said
he was not trying to “bribe”
the people by promising to
give something after the
election.

“Before the election, peo-
ple can say 1 am trying to
bribe or something like that.

“But what are political
parties for if they do not
make promises ... to do a lot
of good things so that the
people will support us.

“Some people of course
make other kinds of prom-
ises. For example they want
to be good cops ... Robocop,”
he said, in reference to DAP
secretary-general Lim Kit
Siang’s election tactic to
win over Penang in the Ap-
ril election.

“But let’s forget about
that. Now it is time to
work,” added Dr Mahathir.

Dr Mahathir, in his capac-
ity as BN chairman, also
thanked the people of Pe-
nang for supporting the BN
in the general election. This,
he said, had ensured that
the State would have a
strong Government.

This is the Prime Minis-
ter’s first visit to the island
after the general election.

He said a strong Govern-
ment could only be estab-
lished if both the State and
Federal Governments were
from b?' the same party.

He pledged that the Feder-
al Government would give
every co-operation to the
State Government in devel-
oping the State.

"This is our ambition. We

thave no other motive when

contesting in elections. The
BN Government is responsi-
ble for the peace and pros-
perity of the people.

“We do not want to be the
Government just to show off

or ride in Mercedes cars,” he
said.

He reiterated that Malay-
sians should not take for
granted the peace and har-
mony in the country. He
urged Malaysians to value
this healthy situation and
work to ensure it continues.

The Prime Minister and
his wife arrived at the site of
the launch, in front of the
State Legislative Assembly
building, in a vintage car, as
did Anwar and his wife in
another vintage car.

In a lighter vein, he said:
"] came to officiate at the
parade but ended up being
part of the parade. This
Madam Kee even makes use
of the Prime Minister to pro-
mote tourism in Penang.
But never mind, it is for the
good of the people.”

The procession wound its
way through Jalan Masjid
Kapitan Keling, Lebuh Chu-
lia, Jalan Penang, Jalan Dr
Lim Chwee Leong, ending
at Jalan Ria next to Komtar,
a distance of 2.5km.

It featured Penang’s entry
to the floral fest in Kuala
Lumpur on July 9 entitled
Penang Sunny Side Up
which won the Premier’s
Trophy. Dr Mahathir had a
first-hand look at the float
as Koh and Kee excitedly
pointed out how it was
made.

Other items on displaf in
the procession were lion
and dragon troupes, vintage
cars, 50 superbikes, school
bands and performances by
cultural organisations of
various races.
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