Dr M won’t
attend

UN do

in San
Francisco

By Vijayan Menon

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. —
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mo-
hamad said today he would
not attend the United Na-
tions’ 50th anniversary cele-
brations to be held in San
Francisco on Oct 24.

“I will not go. We don’t see
what there is to celebrate.
There is nothing to cele-
brate,” the Prime Minister
told reporters after touring
the Kuala Lumpur Tower.

He was asked whether
Malaysia would be sending
its representative to the cel-
ebrations.

Dr Mahathir also said a
campaign should be
launched to pust UN Secre-
tary-General Boutros Bou-
tros-Ghali for failing to de-
fend the UN-declared “safe
areas” in Bosnia-Herzegovi-
na.
“Perhaps, a vote of no-
confidence can be called
against him, but this has
never been done before.”

He said, however, the
problem was mot just Bou-
tros-Ghali, “but the other
members of the UN security
council who are quite deter-
mined to make this a fait
accompli”.

“In other words they will
allow the Serbs to occugy all
the Bosnian land and the
Bosnians to be chased out.
They (the West) will then
say 1t is already Serbian ter-
ritory and we can’t do any-
thing anymore.

“This is the strategy of the
West. I have good reasons to
believe that their idea is (to
present) a fait accompli... ev-
erything is taken by the
Serbs and nobody is pre-
pared to push them out. ,

“Therefore (the West
feels) we should dgive in to
the Serbs,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said this was
the strategy of the West. “If
it is difficult then just sacri-
fice the land as long as the
people are safe.”

“This is nothing new.
This is typically the strate-
gy of certain Western pow-
ers.”

On what form the cam-
paign should take, Dr Ma-
hathir said, “we may start
with the Organisation of Is-
lamic Conference (OIC)”.

Dr Mahathir said the OIC
contact group was having
its meeting this weekend.

“We are working on
whether to stay on even if
the Western troops were to
pull out of Bosnia-Herzego-
vina.”

On the response from the
OIC member countries, he
replied: “We do not know
yet.”

He also said it was the
first time he was agreein
with DAP secretary-general
Lim Xit Siang who said yes-
terday that Malaysia should
injiiate a campaign to sack
Boutros-Ghali for the catas-
trophes in failing to defend
UN-declared safe enclaves.

Asked on the tower pro-
ject, the Prime Minister said
he was pleased with the pro-
gress. )

“The work is progressing
according to schedule. I
hope it will be open to the
puglic by (June) next year.

Dr Mahathir, accompa-
nied by Datin Seri Dr Siti
Hasmah Mohd Ali, said the
decorative work which was

half-completed was “very
well done”.
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On whether there were
any minor changes to the
project, he said &e project
developer was considering
building am alternate ap-
proach to the towet. )

“We want to make a series
of steps and escalators close
to the old cable car station

so that people can come up.
They can even park their
cars below.”

He said the sketch had
already been made and “1
believe if there are no hitch-
es to the plan then the Gov-

ent will ap rove it.

“Hut the pro em is fi-
nance as the land has to be
acquired.”

The 421-metre tower, the
third tallest in the world
(after the Canadian Nation-
al Tower in Toronto and the
Moscow Tower) will not
only boost the country’s
telecommunication facili-
ties, but also will be a major
tourist attraction.

The tower, situated in Ja-
lan Punchak, off Jalan P.

Ramlee, is set to become the
most popular landmark in
the capital.

Menara Kuala Lumpur
Sdn Bhd, a joint-venture
company ‘between Telekom
Malaysia Berhad and Wayss
Freytag of Germany, is han-
dling the construction
work.
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