
Dr M: Prosperous India 
important partner for us , 

By G. Danapal Prime Minister P.V. Nara- 
simha Rao at Sri Perdana 

been reached.” 

tiUAI,A LUMPUR. Thurs. 
Malavsia is commltted to 
working and co-operating 
clost~ly with India not onl? 
in the spirit of South-South 
co-operation but also be- 
~‘ause of its importance as 
an c\conornic, and political 
forrcx. I)atuk St>ri Dr MCI- 
hathir Mohamad said. 

The I’rltn(~ MinistC>r said: 
-Wf, sw in a prospc~rous Ins 
di;i an Important (~~011om1c 
l);lrtnt)r. :I niark(lt. as wc~ll as 
a sottr,‘(’ o! slabllity in the 
South Ahian rc~:lon.” 

tie Saud rlos~~ as the rcla- 
tions between th(I two coull- 
tries had been on rcglonal 
and international issues, a 
major test must be the level 
of bilateral economic co-op- 
cration. 

tonight. 
He said although the val- 

ue of total trade between the 
two countries last year 
showed an encouraging in- 
crease over that in 1993, and 
several Malaysian and Indi- 
an companies were operat- 
ing in each other’s country 
under joint-venture ar- 
rangements, the level of eco- 
nomic interaction and co- 
operation was still low 
compared to the potential 
available. 

He said as Governments 
liberalised their economies, 
the role of the private sector 
became more crucial in a 
country’s development pro- 
cess. 

He said hi& optimism was 
inspired very much by the 
brave economic policies and 
reforms that Rao had initi- 
ated. 

Dr Mahathir said this at a 
dinner In honour of India’s 

“There is, therefore, a lot 
more that Malaysia and ln- 
dla could do together to rea- 
lise the full potential of eco- 
nomic opportunities offered 
bv both countries. 

‘“This is an issue that we 
had deliberated upon this 
morning and on which sev- 
eral understandings have 
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thclhc, comt‘rning the rights 
of drvc~lopinF cohntries to 
tlcvtXlopmt~nt and the pro- 
motion of intcrnntional 
pr;tl’~’ and stability. 

“It is a commonality 
bc)rllc, out of our shared his- 
torIcal ~!xperience and of 
our c’ommon aspiration for a 
better world for mankind 
a world governed by a sense 
of fair play, justice and re- 
sprrt for international law 
and norms of brhaviour. 

“This has been made pos- 
sible for both our countries 
to cY)-(JpC2rate and work 
c~losely together at the Unity 
4 Nations, thr Common- 
\\.ealth. thcl Non-Aligned 
Movement. the G-15 as well 
as other internatlonal fora. 

“As we rejoice over the 
c>ccmomic progress that our 

The agreements and un- 
derstanding that had been 
reached on economic co-op- 
eration could only be rea- 
lised with the participation 
of the private sector. 

“I am. therefore, happy 
that you have brought with 
you a number of prominent 
Indian businessmen and en- 
trepreneurs who are keen to 
develop business relations 
with their Malaysian coun- 
terparts. 

“I have reason to be opti- 
mistic that their visit and 
their discussions with their 
Malaysian counterparts will 
result in concrete projects 
both in Malavsia and India.” 

“The encouraging growth 
that India had experienced 
and the dramatic increase 
in foreign investment in 
your country speaks well of 
the policies that you have 
introduced. 

“In opening the country 
to foreign investment, you 
have created opportunities 
for Malaysian companies tc 
participate in India’s devel 
opment.” 

Dr Mahathir said it waz 
also no coincidence that Ma 
laysia and India shared 
many views and percep- 
tions on regional and inter- 
national issues, especially 
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and India share manv views 
two c,ountries have made 
and the peace and securit) 
undcbr which our people live. 
others in other parts of the 
world are not so fortunate.” 

The peoples of Somalia. 
Rwanda, Chcchnya. and in 
particular Bosnia-Herzego- 
vina are being killed. raped. 
plundered and driven out of 
their countries. 

He said it was ironic that 
in this day and age. on the 
eve of the 50th anniversary 
of the UN the powerful and 
self-proc1aimc.d defendrxrs of 
justice. human rights and 
peace seemed pnralysed 
when faced with genocide 
perpetrated right m front oi 
them. In Rosnia-Herzegovi- 
na, resolution after rrsolu- 
tion had been passed calling 
for strong action to protect 
the mnocent Bosnians. 

“Yet nothing has been 
done bv those 11~ a pos~tlon L --.. 

to do so that would effective- 
iy put an end to Serbian 
aggression and brutalities 
against the Bosnian Mus- 
lims.” 

He added rather than cele- 
brating the 50th anniversa- 
ry of the LE. it was perhaps 
more fitting to declare the 
anniversary as a day of 
mourning for the failure of 
the UN to live up to expecta- 
tions of it being the guard- 
ian of peace and protector of 
the weak and helpless. 

Meanwhile, Bernama re- 
ports that Rae,. in his 
speech. said neW issues of 
concern to the world such as 
regional conflicts, interna- 
tional terrorism and drug 
trafficking should be tack- 
led immediately. 

“These are the problems 
that the world should solve 
as soon as possible so that 
we do not have to relapse 
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into some kind of chaos 
world wide.” 

“My heart goes out to 
those who are suffering in 
these areas we should do 
something. international 
community must do some- 
thing, humankind has to do 
something so that this suf 
fering could come to an 
end,” he said. 

“I believe that its up to the 
countries around the world 
to utihse their opportumty 
offered m the post-C&l War 
area to rejuvenate interm- 
tional co-operation in such a 
way that it becomes pur 
poseful and suhstantial and 
leads to com,mon good,” he 
said. 

‘He akfJ said that the re- 
markable development in 
Malaysia in the last decade 
was a tribute to the inspir- 
ing leadership of I)r Ma- 
hathir., 
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