
Procedure for recount of votes, 
colour of slips among weaknesses 

Polls laws 
need to be 
amended, 
saw PM 

. 

Voters wrre confused 
when they found the labels 
on the ballot box for the 
State scat bore the same col- 
our as the ballot paper for 
t!ic parliamentary election. 
Both were yellow. 

Dr Mahathir had ex- 
pressed the fear that there 
could be many spolit votes 
because of the confusing 
colour code. 

On whet her there were 
plans to extend the Go-day 

. by-ett~ction period, 1)r Ma- 
hathir said thcrc were none 
as the Go\ crnment felt the 
time frame ~‘2s sntticient 
t:ir political p~irties to prc- 
parch for ;I by~elcc-tion. 

“m’e frt~l 6Okt:1~~ pcsriod is 
sufficient for partics to t~rc- 
pare for byelections and we 
tlon‘i SW thr IlWd tn rxtend 
It.” 

Asked if the Government 
would set up a body or as- 
sign n ministry to oversee 
the activities of tion-goverti- 
mental organisations 
(NGOs). the Prime Minister 
said most NGOs were capa- 
blc of looking after them 
selves. 

“When an interested 
group of people set up clubs 
or organisations. they 
should be able to finance 
themselves and their activi- 
ties. 

“One cannot expect to set 
up a company and ask the 
Government to subsidise 
it,” he said. 

Dr Mahathir was also 
asked to comment on the 
recent statement by a Japa- 

nese official, who said the 
EAEC should only take off 
with the blessing of all 
countries of the larger Asia 
Pacific Economic Co-opera- 
tion (Apec). 

Dr Mahathir said it was 
yet another excuse by Japan 
for not agreeing to the 
EAEC because it was still 
under the influence of the 
United States, 

“Actually they (Japan), 
are not free and it is the 
US that does not allow Ja- 
pan to take part in the 
EAEC.” he said. 

Japan’s Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Takeshi tiakane 
had said at the Asean Minis- 
terial Meeting:Asean Re- 
gional ForumjPost-Ministe- 
rial Meetings m Bandar Sri 
Regawan last week that Ja- 
pan firmly agreed that the 
EAEC should be launched 
with the blessing of all Apec 
member countries and that 
any attempt to divide Apec 
should be avoided. 

Nakane also said Japan 
would continue to seek the 
inclusion of Australia and 
New Zealand. 

Dr Mahathir said Asean, 
including its seventh and 
newest member Vietnam, 
recently reaffirmed to an 
early realisation of the 
EAEC. 

This commitment was 
contained in a joint commu- 
nique at the end of the 28th 
Asean Ministerial Meeting. 

“We don’t really under- 
stand the Japanese Govern- 
ment. Earlier they sail as 
long as Asean members 
agree, they will too. Now 
they bring in Apec.” 

Dr Mahathir said Japan’s 
latest position might deiay 
the taking off of EAEC, but 
Asean countries would pur- 
sue the matter nevertheless. 

On the Bosnian Prime 
Minister Haris Silajdzic’s 
resignation. Dr Mahathir 
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said he had yet to receive 
any information or details, 

/ 
/ 

He said his resignation 
needed to be resolved quick- 
ly to enable the Bosnian 
Government to focus on 
fighting the Serbs, 

Dr Mahathir alsn reaf- 
firmed Malaysia’s support 
for Bosnia regardless of who 
led the Bosnian Govern. 
ment. 

“We hope that they can 
solve whatever problems 
they are currently facing 

EZLEZX&,“z~F~~ 
their Prime Minister. 

“However. we support 
whoever represents the 
Government of Bosnia.” he 
said. 
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