Dr M:
Putrajaya
will
benefit
nation

By Alex Choong and

Chan Cheng Tuan

KUALA LUMPUR. Tues. -
The development of the new
Federal Government admin-
istrative centre at Putrajaya
will benefit the nation, in-
cluding providing 15,000 ex-
tra supporting job opportu-
nities in the surrounding
areas.

Prime Minister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad
said the infrastructural and
social facilities, including
transport and basic ameni-
ties, to be provided at a cost
of about RM15 billion would
directly benefit Selangor.

He said the development
of Putrajaya would benefit
the people of Selangor as the
10,000 hectares around the
administrative centre
would also be developed as
contained in the proposed
structure plan.

The project will also
uniquely complement the
Kuala Lumpur Internation-
al Airport project.

“Putrajaya, which is
based on the theme of a
garden city that will be har-
monious with the environ-
ment, modern, futuristic
and unique, will be a model
of town development at in-
ternational level.

"It promises a comfort-
able and quality lifestyle to
ensure that its residents en-
joy the best in a modern and
sophisticated residential
area,” Dr Mahathir said
when tabling the Putrajaya
Corporation Bill 1995 for
second reading at the De-
wan Rakvat. N

The Bill is aimed at set-
ting up a statutory body,
which will be known as Per-
badanan Putrajava (Putra-
jaya Corporation), to admin-
ister and manage Putrajava
on behalf of the Federal
Government.

The formation of Putra-
jaya Corporation is made
under Article 80(5) and 92(1)
of the Federal Constitution.

Dr Mahathir said Putra-
jaya would be a multi-media
super corridor linking the
new international airport in
the South and Kuala Lum-
pur in the North.

He added that it would

| have the latest and most

sophisticated telecommuni-
cations facilities.

The development concept
of Putrajayg will be based
on a three-way link princi-
ple the relationship be-
tween man and his Creator,
man and man and man and
his environment.

The development is ex
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ected to cost RM20.09 bil-
fon, a maljor portion of
which would be financed
through privatisation,

Dr Mahathir said the de-
velopment cost would in:
clude RM700 million for
land acquisition; RM15.29
billlon for infrastructure,
Fovemment offices and pub-
ic facilitles, and RM4.1 bil-
lion for housing and com-
mercial purposes,

*“The Gavernment will en-
sure that the development
of Putrajaya will not burden
the Government financially
and several tapproaches
would be used to enable the
Government tg.minimise its
financlal commitment,” he
said

The area Involves about
4,400ha in Sepang, Selangor,
A total of 76,000 Federal
Government gervants will
be working in an office area
of 1.5 million square metres.

The develo})ment of Pu-
trajaya, which wns named
in honour of Bapa Malaysia
Tunku Abdul Rahman Pu-
tra, will comprise two parts
--- the core area and the
nelghbouring area.,

The core area will he di-
vided Into five precincts —-
the Government, commer-
clal, mixed, civic and cultur-
al, and sports and recrea-
tlon areas.

The neighbouring area

will hold the housing, soclal
facilitles and business ar-
€as, -
Dr Mahathir said 52,000
houses would be built, com-
prising 17,500 units for gov-
ernment staff, 17,500 for sale
to clvil servants and the rest
for sale to the public.

Work on the development
of Pulrajaya is expected o
begin by year's end and is

expected to be compleled in-

10 years. It will be carried
out in two phases, The first
t)huse (1995-2000) comprises
he building of office space
for the Prime Minlister's De-
artment and Finance Min-
stry and agencles which do
not now have their own
buildings.

The second phase (2000-
2005) will place agencles
which currently have their
own buildinsi]s.

Dr Mahathir said Kuala
Lumpur &s a Federal Terrl-
tory had limited area and,
therefore, it was difficult for
it to expand to provide space
and comfort for active com-
mercial activities.

Putrajaya would bring bene-
fits to the people,

“] belleve that Putrajaya
will be a clty of the 2ist
century,” he added.

Ruhanie Ahmad (BN-
Parlt Sulong), in debating
the Bill, described the Gov-
ernment’s move as proag-
tive and “forward-looking™,

He sald as Putrajaya
would become a futuristic
township of the 21st centu-
ry, he would envisage a sce-
narlo of Dr Mahathir con-
tacting his deputy through
“interactlve video confer-
encing”. .

“I can also imagine Dr Ma-
hathir recelving endless E-
malls from friends, admir-
ers and even from his
critlcs,” he sald, adding that
Cabinet Ministers would,
through thelr computers get
information from the Inter-

net,

Ruhanie sald he could
also imagine a sltuation
where government officialg
could, through the high-
tech information system,

urchase from the “elec-
ronlc supermarket”, add-
ing that it could be from a
palr of Bally shoes to tanks
and jet fighters,

In line with this, he said
the Government should
come out with a National
Information Infrastructure
Poliey,

“This is vital as we enter

the next millennium where
the latest information tech-
nology will guide the peopie
into electronic and paper-
less administration,” he
added.
Wan Junaidi Tuanku jaa-
far (BN-Batang Lupar) cau-
tioned the Government
when undertaking the
mamtnoth project.

“The Government must
plan at least 50 to 100 years
ahead,” he said, adding that
a city near Oxford in Eng-
land which boasts of having
been planned for the 21st
century had still to live up
to its expectations,

He also said that legisla-
tion should be made to en-
sure that buildings should
not exceed a certain level as
was done In certain parts of
New York City.

Wan Junaidi said proper
planning should also be giv-
en serious consideration,

Dr Maximus Johnity Ong-
kili (PBS-Bandau) In sup-

orting the Bill sald Putra.
iaya when completed would
oost the country’s image.

He said the spillover bene-

“The quality of life in Ku-
ala Lumpur would be re-
duced if 1t is too congested
with buildings and traffic,”
he added. ’

Dr Mahathir said it was
not easy to shift commerclal
activities as this. was -the
private sector.

The Government also be-
lieved that the concentra-
tion of big companies in Ku-
ala Lumpur was important

~if it wanted to be recognlsed

internatiohally as a com-
mercial centre in Asla,

On the other hand, it was
easier for the Government
to decide on the location of
its offices.. - v ’

At present, many Federal -

Government offices were

" scattered in varlous loca-

tions here and many rented
space from the private sec.
tor, Thus, some ministries

had to share space with oth.
-er tenants and this was.not
appropriate in view of the

sensitive nature of the Gov-
ernment's work,
Works Minister Datuk
Seri S, Samg Vallu, n-sups
orting the Bl
ablishment of Putrajaya re-
flected another innovative
plan by Dr Mahathir, |
He sald shifting the Gov-
arnment’s administration to

fits from the project would
be appreciated by people liv-
1n%near the township.

atuk Mohd Zihin Mohd
Hassan (BN-Larut) lauded
the intelligent city planned
for Putrajaya, He, however,
sald that a master plan
should be drawn up to en-
sure the smooth implemen-
tation of the futuristic town-

shll\?. .
ohd Zihin said the Gov-
ernment should tap local
talent in the development of
the mega project.

Dr Tan Seng Glaw (DAP- ,

Kepong) raised the question
of the status of the land.
He sald Putrajaya was sit-

-ed on-land belonging to Se-

langor and he asked! "What
will happen if there is hostil-
ity between the State and
the Foderal Governments in
future?” S

He also sald compensas

* tlon to KL Kepong Berhad

for the land amounted to

“almost” RM600 million and

whether the reminder
RM200 million would be

. enough to compensate other
1115 sald the es-. .-

landowners In the area.
Deputy Minister Datuk

‘Mohamed Nazri Tan Srl Ab-

dul - Aziz would complete
winding-up on points ralsed
at the debate tomorrow,
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