
“No misuse of ISA’ promise 
fiL’AI,A l.UMPUK,Thurs. - 
The GOVCI nment will not 

“the sovereignty of God”, Dr 
Mahathir said he could not 

fair to reject those who were 
known to be just in carrying 
out their responsibilities. 

cratic, “we are convinced 
that our system is better 
than theirs’. We want to pre- 
serve good values and -our 
extended family system”. 

uw the Internal Security 
Act (ISA) to detain just any- 
ant’ wlth~~ut first trying to 
ri%ctify that person’s wrong- 
domgs. Prime Minister Da- 
tuk StarI I)r Mahathir Moha- 
mad said today. 

“WV ar(*m no hurry. The 
bannt~l Al Arqam move- 
mm1 ~‘2s carrying out its 
activltles for 20 years before 
the Go\ ernment finallv act- 
ed ag:ii nst them after <t had 
btsen determined that its 
rnc~urtlc~rs had strayed too 
far.” 

Hc was responding to a 
qut5i1oi1 from a participant 
;tt tll~~ two-day conference 
011 “The Gc~vernnient in a 
r~lur~d societv” orranised bv 
ihe Institute; of Islamic Un- 
d~rst;tnding Malaysia 

‘l‘h~ pat-t upant had asked 
M hi I hi! Government did 
ILOI t<ikt, stern action 
;~g:a1i~4 writer Kassim Ah- 
.~latl (t’ot. tuakmg statements 
cxpolt5ing deviation from Is- 
lanm reac,hings). 

Dr Mahathir said there 
M’t’rca bU0.000 hudifh (record 
01 thti Prophet’s sayings and 
tle~~ls) tound after the death 
of tht, Prophet. Bukhari, an 
U/UU/CI (scholar), had taken 
thv itutlative to do intensive 
rr:st~;trch on them during his 
iif~~tliric. 

“Hukhari settled on 7,000 
htf7il7 which he felt was in 
;~c~cc~rdnnc~e with the Quran. 
Ttiib shows that many peo- 
pI(, h,ld created their own 
hutlfth tor their own inter- 
~4s or the governments’ at 
ltlat tltnc.” 

I)r M;thathlr said Huk- 
hari. rlcq~ite being an ula- 
mtr. nnK:ht have left out 
somrj K:enuulc hadith and 
p1ch14 up some weak ones. 

To <I qrttdwn that ideolo- 
gic5 uphc:ltl by humans. in- 
cludm:: nutionalistn. were 

see how democracy was 
contrary to Islam. 

He said democracy ac- 
knowledged the voice of the 
majority. 

Dr Mahathir cited an ex- 
ample where after the death 
of Prophet Muhammad, his 
companions had the free- 
dom to appoint their leaders 
and “that is what Malaysia 
is doing today”. 

He said democracy could 
also be maninulated as in 
the ancient ‘Greek city- 
states when the right to se- 
lect the government was 
confined to only about 10 
per cent of its citizens. 

In those days, those with- 
out pro erty, women and 
slaves R ad no right to 
choose their government. 

Dr Mahathir said he did 
not deny the existence of the 
sovereignty of God, but it 
depended on the acknowled- 
gement of the masses. 

“Someone may claim to 
be Prime Minister and says 
that God says so. Who 
knows? There have also 
been cases where some peo- 
ple claimed to be the Imam 
Mahadi (the chosen one). 
Who knows’?” 

The packed hall burst into 
laughter when Dr Mahathir 
said: “I m self had never 
thought o P becoming the 
Prime Minister, but it hap- 
{;?ed that way... what to 

Dr Mahathir said the peo- 
ple must understand that 
everyone of them had a role 
to play and not “just wait for 
justice to fall from the sky”. 

He said democracy in Ma- 
laysia was not like in some 
countries where the people 
walked naked or had the 
freedom to marry their own 
sexes. 

“Anyway, if there are sug- 
gestions on how we can 
choose the Prime Minister 
b 

E 
other ways, we would 

li e to consider them,” he 
said, causing the audience 
to roar with laughter again. 

To a question that there 
were stiil voices of dissatis- 
faction because non-Mus- 
hms were appointed into 
the administration, Dr Ma- 
hathir said it would be un- 

“Only the ‘iulers cannot 
be from other races.” 

He said, in the future, 
such voices might not be 
heard again as the racial 
gap drew closer. 

“It again depends on the 
decision of the masses. If  
they thmk the Prime Minis- 
ter -has wrongly appointed 
(aeoule into the administra- 
iionj. they can remove him 
(the Prime Minister) and ap- 
point another prs,on y.ho 
g-gy?“,{P;“‘;&yy h’th 

He also said that Muslims 
should be the best people on 
earth, but today there were 
Muslim terrorists. 

According to Dr Ma- 
hathir. the feudal system, 
for rxample, can also be 
good if properly adopted, 
such as during the reign of 
Caliph Harun Al-Hashid 
who paid much concern to 
the welfare of his subiects. 

In a democratic system, 
there is no restriction tin 
term of selection of leaders 
ar:d representatives) and 
this made the people’s rep- 
resentatives responsible to 
the people who are their 
masters. 

“In d democratic system, 
the people can change or 
retain the government 
through elections. 

“If a government delivers, 
the people can retain it. Oth- 
erwise, the government can 
be thrown out. Put a mark. 
place it m the ballot box and 
out you go,” he said. 

He said that there was, 
however, no such thing as 
absolute fi c<adorn hecause it 
would iead to mdividuals 
doing things according to 
their desires. 

In the West, he said, free- 
dom had plunged the people’ 
into a “chaotic situation”. 
“‘There IS no family institu- 
tion. People live with who 
ever they like, out of wed- 
lock. In the end you may 
find marriages between 
brothers and sisters. We 
;;rv,y allow things to go that 

He said that though the 
West might want to claim 
that Malaysia was undcmo- 

To a participant’s com- 
ment that Islam is tolerant 
and that it should act as 
rahmatul alamin (blessing 
to all mankind), Dr Ma- 
hathir said Islam was just to 
all, but whether it could be 
accepted by all should also 
be taken into account. 

He was sad that there was 
no one major power in the 
Islamic world which could 
protect smaller Muslim 
countries from being op- 
pressed. 

“Not being able to do so is 
a sin because they do not 
know how to administer ef- 
fectively and to merge as a 
major power,” he said. 

He said that it was the 
responsibility of all Muslim 
governments to administer 
their countries well. 

“In Malaysia, we are con- 
fident we can train our peo- 
ple to compete with others. 
We will give opportunities 
to them as we know they are 
not inferior.” 

Asked on the fear among 
Malaysians to discuss bang- 
sa Malaysia, Dr Mahathir 
said he did not understand 
why they should be “shy” to 
discuss it. 

He explained that it had 
been accepted that every cit- 
izen of the country was 
bangsa Malaysia, except 
that they represented differ- 
ent races. 

“As long as they are loyal 
to Malaysia, we accept 
them, but it is certainly dif- 
ficult to determine the de- 
gree of loyalty... we cannot 
check with things such as a 
thermometer,” he said. 

He said that as such it 
should be wise to discuss 
the matter in today’s “open 
societv” and in eood faith. 

On i lighter vein Dr Ma- 
hathir said that if there 
were those who wanted to 
crc’ate chaos through such 
matters, the Government, 
though reluctantly, could 
use the ISA. “Though the 
West criticises us for usinrr 
the ISA, I think they alsz 
long to have such an Act,” 
he concluded. - 
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