
Dr M: Master new 
KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - 
Prime Minister Datuk Seri 
Dr Mahathir Mohamad said 

operate to help the nation 
piosper furthei. 

He said these attributes 
would then help the nation 
face the challenges in an 

confidence to acquire and 
master all forms of technol- 
ogles, but must also apply 
them to invent new thin s. 

heTs% !%$t~~/%&% 
the na’tion to equip itself 
with technological ad- 
vances would impair its aim 
of achieving a developed 
country’s status. 

“The resources we have 
w;J’ not last forever. Provid- .I. 
ed we upgrade our capabili- 
ty by acquirin new tech- 
nologies, we ~11 not be able 3 
to utilise the resources 
available to us more effi- 
ciently,” he said in his Na- 

tional Day message over ra- 
dio and television toni 

1 
ht. 

Dr Mahathir said to evel- 
op the count into a mod- 
ern nation, ab e l-l to compete 
with others and to be dv- 
namic. the people should 
have perseverance and de- 
termination. 

He said steps must be tak- 
en to ensure that the na- 
tion’s desire to become a 
“clean” developed nation 
was realised, unlike some 
other developed countries. 

“We have about 25 years 
to achieve the targets of Vi- 
sion 2020. We cannot be sat- 
isfied with the current per- 
formance and success. 
Much more needs to be done 
to ensure that the quality 
and form of developed sta- 
h;ntgd we desire are at- 

“Whether or not we 
achieve our targets depends 
on us. We mu.3 

J 
0sSess a 

high level of co idence to 
progress. 

“What others can do, so 
can we. What is needed is 
our willingness and desire 
to try harder and to be bold 
enough to face all chal- 

lenges.” 
He said others (who suc- 

ceeded) did not possess spe- 
cial powers or 5ble to pro- 
duce miracles. 

“They are human beings 
like us too. The only thing is 
they believe they are capa- 
ble, based on their achieve- 
ments thus far.” 

Dr Mahathir noted that 
the standard of living of the 
people today was not only 
much hither than what it 
was wh>n the country 
achieved independence, but 
it enabled them to enjoy fa- 
cilities comparable with 
that of developed countries. 

“Malaysia is developing 
so rapidly that it is recog 
nised by international or- 
anisations 

3 
as a model of 

evelopment for developing 
countries. 

“Not many countries 
which attained indepen- 
dence about the same time 
as ours or earlier have 
achieved success the way 
we have. 

“It is not that we want to 
thumo our chest. but this is 
the reality and every Malay- 
sian can take pride in the 

success and achievements 
of the country after inde- 
pendence. 

“They have every right to 
be proud as all the success is 
the result of their own ef- 
forts and sacrifices. 

“Although we are of dif- 
ferent races and religions, 
the spirit of tolerance and 
co-operation among the var- 
ious races has enabled Ma- 
laysia to continue to be sta- 
ble and develop rapidly.” 

parties, uneasy over Malay- 
sia’s success, tried to pre- 
vent it from progressing fur- 
ther and becoming a strong 
corn etitor to them 

“T%ev accuse Milaysia of 
bein undemocratic, iriolat- 
ing a uman rights, neglect- 
ing the environment and de- 
nying our workers from 
taking industrial action. 

“Now, they have even 
threatened to withdraw our 
privileges under the Gener- 
alised Svstem of Prefer- 
ences (GSP) on the grounds 
that we have achieved the 

l 

technologies 
developed nation status. 

“We have to accept the 
fact th$. sooner or later. 
this faclhty (GSP)- will be 
removed. What we ought to 
do now is to increase our 
productivity so that even lf 
our exports are taxed, we 
will be able to compete.” 

He said the country was 
stable because the people 
and their leaders were mod- 
erate, responsible and not 
greedy hi pursuing their 
aims as thev took mto ac- 
count the interests of others 
and the country. 

“If the people and leaders 
want to grab someth’ y-p’ themselves without t ing 
into account the effects on 
others or their long-term 
consequences, there will be 
chaos and the stabiW and 
zdcf we now enJoy Hnll 

If’the country was not sta- 
ble, he said, it would be im- 
rorble to develop the na- 

tie investors wanted a 
rarantee of long-term sta- 
lhty and only the people 

could guarantee this, he 
said. 

Malaysia today was not 
only seen as a peaceiul 
country but also as being 
rogressive and prosperous, 

R e said. 
“Our economy is strong 

and continues to ex and. 
From a nation whit K de- 
pended on the export of pri- 
mary commodities lie rub- 
ber and tin, we now e art 
manufactured goods w lch Ti 
account for 78 per cent of 
the total value of our ex- 
pork” 

He said the Government 
would continue to introduce 
measures that would .help 
the economy 
peaceful and staBz!&$oz 
ment. 

Co-opeiation between the 
private sector and the Gov- 
ernment in the Malaysia In- 
corporated concept formed 
one of the foundations of the 
nation’s management, he 
said. 

“So too in the case of 
x 

ri- 
vatisation which is aime at 
he1 ing 

rf 
the Government 

an the people.” 
The notion that it was not 

the Government’s responsi- 
bility to help the private sec- 

tor to achieve success was 
shallow, he said. 

The revenue collected by 
the Government to bear 
management expenses and 
development came from the 
activities of the private sec- 
tor, he said. 

It was, therefore, certain 
that if the private sector 
failed, not enough taxes 
would be collected by the 
Government, he said. 

Conversely, if the private 
sector made good profit, he 
said, more t&n 30-per cent 
of it belowed to the Govem- 
merit. - 1 

On this basis, when the 
Government helped the pri- 
vate sector, the Govem- 
ment was actually helping 
itself and the people, he 
said. 

The high economic 
growth that Malaysia was 
experiencing was the result 
of the Malaysia Incorporat- 
ed concept and privatisa- 
tion, he said. 

He added that the people 
must understand that ev- 
erything being introduced 
by the Government was for 
the nation and the people. 
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