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PM: Nato must go all out against the Serbs 
KUALX LUMPUR. Fri. -- 
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mo- 
hamad has called on the 
North 14tlantic Treaty Or- 
ganisation (Nate) to “go all 
Gut” tG teach the Serbs so 
that they will not become 
tee arrogant with then- mill- 

slan President Boris Yeltsin 
that Nato’s attacks on the 
Serbs were unfair, but he 
(Yeltsin) did not accuse the 
Serbs of being wrong when 
they attacked the Muslims 
in Bosnia. 

were killed. over 50.000 
raped and children lost their 
legs.” 

sue at the meeting. IIr Ma- 
hathlr said “We will see”. 

peace plan. 

Yeltsin. u-hose country is 
a traditional ally of former’ 
Yugoslavia‘s Orthodox 
Serbs. had denounced tht, 
heaviest Nato strikes yet 
against the Serbs. 

Ho\v?ver. l)r hlahathil 
said. Kuss~a had rhanged its 
stand slightl! 

Dr Mahathlr added that 
the Government would not 
recall its troops in Bosnia. 

“Our troops have a specif- 
ic task. Even if the LX asks 
us to withdraw we will not 
pull out.” 

At another function, For- 
eign Minister Datuk Abdul- 
lah .4hmad Badawi said Ma- 
laysia welcomed the Nat0 
air strikes, adding that the 
decisive action would 
prompt the Serbs to come to 
the negotiating table to re. 
solve, the conflict peaceful- 
ly. 

Abdullah was speaking at 
@‘isma Putra after Austra- 
lian Minister for Trade, Sen- 
ator Bob McMullan, called 
on him today. 

Asked if Nato’s action had 
changed his opinion of the 
UN’s role in Bosnia Herze- 
govina, Abdullah said it had 
certainly given Malavsia 
some hope and was a little 
more optimistic now in 
terms of what could be 
achieved m resolving the 
conflict peacefully. 

Abdullah said this was 
something the Serbs had 
never done as they had al- 
ways rejected any peace 
plan. 

On whether the increased 
Nato Involvement might 
lead to a scaling of the war 
and the danger of a protract- 
ed involvement of Nato in 
the conflict. Abdullah said it 
depended on how Nato was 
going to conduct its military 
operations. 

tary prowess. 
The Prime Minister said 

Nato’s action against the 
Serbs should have been tak- 
en “years ago” 

“I feel H‘P have wasted 
(time) by alloMmg 3; people 
to be killed before Nato and 
the United Satlons took x- 
tion,” he said. 

He said they had taken a 
long time to determlnc \r,ho 
should actunllv lituli(.h t!lc 
attack “as if the attacks (VI 
t hr Bosnian ~oulc u\ !c~(J . > 
made by the 13osmans them 
selves”. 

Dr Mahathlr KRS spcak~ 
ing to reporters after opc‘n 
ing a seminar on thi> C,IVII 
service herr today 

Dr Mahathir also said he 
had initially felt uneas? 
over the statement hv Rus- 

I hope this time. the! 
\vlll #o all out and tr,ach the 

Dr Mahathir said he 
would also bring up hlalay~ 
sia’s stand against the use of 
nuclear weapons at the 
Commonwealth Heads of 
Government (Chogm) meet- 
ing in November m Auck- 
land, New Zealand. 

He said Malaysia would 
voire its stand on thcl issue 
although there WP~C som~~ 
nxmbers of the Common 
\vealth which had nucl(lar 
iveapuns. 

On whether Malaysia 
would raise the Bosnian is- 

However. he warned that 
th(> IYN should continue to 
maintain its decisive stand. 
otherwise the Serbian ag- 
gressors would continue the 
pursuit of their militar! 
strategy tcl hrlng a milltar! 
end to the \vx. 

Abdullah said the latest 
Nat0 action in Bosnia had 
proven Malavsia‘s stand 
that if the CN and Nato 
mwf’ prepared to USC’ mih- 
tnrv poFvcr dcc:is~vcl!- thrn 
! tic St,rh< ~oultl rec,ognisi> 
how wrimts ttw IT vca5 in 
it< mtt~ntlon to seek a quick 
end to the ronfltct. 

He smd that as soon as the 
Serbian Parliament knell 
that Nat0 was going to con- 
duct massi\x air strikes 
against Serblan positions, 
the Serbian Parliament de- 
cided to agree to the US 

“I think Nato knows vrr) 
well that they u-111 not want 
to expand or allow thr COIN- 
flict to go beyond f3osma 
IIerzcgovina and that is 
vtr! murtl tin their minds.” 

Asked if th(s milltar:\ ac- 
tion b!- Nate ~.ould have, 
any implication on the Ore 
ganisation of Isiamlc Con 
ference Contact Group 
meeting here. Ahdullah satd 
the &~oup \vould have to 
take this into account. 

He said there were no 
plans at the moment to 
shelve the meeting 


	PM : Nato must go all out against the Serbs (NST 02/09/1995)

