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By K.P. Waran

allALA LUMPUR, Wed.
Ax \uutm ast Asia s becom-
g stable and experiencing
utm growtli, countries in
the region should help one
anuther prosper, Datuk Seri
Dr Mahathir Mohamad said
tuday.

The Prime Minister said
this was Malaysia's ag-
roach towards its neigh-
sours for the sinmple reason
that the country had a stake
it the stability and prosperi-
tv of all its neighbours,

Speaking at a luncheon
held in honour of Cambodi-
i King Norodom Sihanouk
al Carcosit Seri Negara here,
he hoped that Cambodia,
which recently became an
sbserver in Asean, would
become a full member in the
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“not too distant future”.

“Cambodia's membership
of Asean will help make for
a stable, prosperous and
united Southeast Asia.”

He said Malaysia was
keen to collaborate with and
be of assistance to Cambo-
dia in its development, and
its private sector was en-
couraged to play a positive
role in Cambodia’s recon-
struction and development.

He said the Malaysian pri-
vate sector had contributed
alot towards making Malay-
sia what it was today,

He added that Cambodia
considered Malaysia's de-
velopment a worthy model,
and that the Malaysian Gov-
ernment felt the private sec-
tor could do the same for
Phnom Penh.

Having entered the world

arena as leader of the Cam-
bodian people over 50 years
3?0' at a time when this part
of the world was a collection
of colonies, Dr Mahathir
said that Sihanouk’s dedica-
tion and sacrifice for his
country’ continued to this
day, leading to the restora-
tion of peace in Cambodia
and the region.

He said this would not
have been possible without
Sihanouk's momentous ef-
forts and vision for a peace-
ful Southeast Asia.

Sihanouk, in his address,
said Malaysia was the only
Asean country to accredit
an Ambassador to Cambo-
dia in the 1980s during the
time when the indepen-
dence and the very exis-
tence of Cambodia was in
great danger.

“It was a noble gesiuie
that shall forever remain in-
scribed in my heart,” he
said.

Acknowledging Malay-
sia’s substantial role in the
negotiations leading to the
Paris Agreements on Cam-
bodia in 1991, he said Malay-
sia also played & part in the
implementatic:z of the ag-
greements between 1992 and
1993 by providing a large
Malaysian contingent to the
United Nations Transitional
Authority in Cambodia.

He said Malaysia, under
the leadership of Dr Ma-
hathir, had played a leading
role in the search for a
Beaceful settlement in Cam-

odia_and had supported
him (Sihanouk) in times of
conflict.

He expressed his Govern-

per

meit’s deepest gratitude to
Malaysia for playing a very
important role in the reha-
bilitation and reconstruc-
tion of Cambodia.

Following the democratic
elections in Cambodia in
May 1993, he said, the links
binding the leaders of the
new Cambodia and Malay-
sia had been strengthened.

“Queen Monineath and I
have, for many years, been
enthusiastic admirers of Dr
Mahathir’s economic, social
and national development
policies which have made
Malaysia one of the region’s
financial and economic cen-
tres and have given the Ma-
laysian people a high stan-
dard of living,” he said,
extending Cambodia’s con-
gratulations.
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