
Life s SQ easy fortoday 9 
S 

young without challenges 
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Today’s youths lack the 
spirit of challenge as they do 
not face many challenges, 
Prime Minsiter Datuk Seri 
Dr Mahathir Mohamad said. 

Dr Mahathir said today’s 
youths were not preparing 
themselves to take over 
from the current ageing 
leaders. 

The Prime Minister said: 
“We are concerned about 
our youth and their tenden- 
cy to be so relaxed and not 
investing time preparing 
themselves to take over 
from older leaders. 

“Today’s generation is 
growing up in a more conge- 
nial atmosphere without too 
many challenges or having 
any real stru 

He said to d 
&e.” 
av’s youth did 

not consider thit the experi- 
ence of people was really 
relevant. 

Dr Mahathir said they felt 
that the world had changed 
and they did not have to 
learn from the experience of 
past leaders or have knowl- 
edge about their heroic 
deeds. 

“Nevertheless, we have to 
look back in order to know 
our way forward, and even 
to know where we are now.” 

Quoting from George San- 
tayana, he said, those who 
ignored the lessons of histo- 
ry were condemned to re- 
peat the mistakes of history 
over and over again. 

has never happened.” he 
said in his address to repre- 
sentatives of the United 
Kingdom Malaysian Stu- 
dents Executive Council 
(UKEC) at Kelab Darul Eh- 

“If we do not look back at 
the past then we will be 
committing the same mis- 

san in Ampang today. 

takes over and over again 
because after each mistake 
we make. we ignore it as if it 

Dr Mahathir said it was. 
therefore, important to look 
at the past to seek lessons 
from it. 

He said since Indepen- 
dence in 1957. the country 
had progressed. 

“Now we are dealing with 
a generation born after inde- 
pendence, born in a country 
which has become quite 

fer from lack of opportuni- 
ties.” So the tendency for 
the people, he said, was to 
take things easy. 

He said they felt that 
there was no need to be con- 
cerned as the struggles of 
the early years of indepen- 
dence were history. 

“The feeling is that there 
is no need for struggle and 
the time IS ripe for us to 
enjoy ourselves as well as 
the fruits of our indepen- 
dence 

“I must say this IS also the 
current feeling among 
Umno members. Thw feel 
that this is the time to’enjo) 
as we have got the power for 
ourselves...why should we 
bother about the future?” 

Dr Mahathir said he used 
to tell stories to Umno mem- 
bers of how he cycled 5;km 
to Kangar from Alor Star to 
participate in some youth 
movement activity to mus- 
ter support to counter the 
British plan for a Malayan 
Union. 

“I thought that it was a 
great thing. But now Umno 

members would not dream 
of cyclmg. They expect their 
airfare paid for attending a 
meeting in Kuala Lumpur 
and they want to stay in the 
best hotels.” 

He said when he pointed 
to thetn of the past the! 
\vould say that that was in 
the past but “now we have 
the monev.” 

Dr Mahathir aald the gen- 
c,ral feeling \vas that the 
struggles were over and 
now \vhat remamed was to 
enjoy the fruits of the earli- 
er struggles. 

He said many Malaysians 
were still very poor and 
there were many who need- 
ed help. 

“So the struggle must go 
on and it was those who are 
concerned about the lot of 
the people who should con- 
tinue with the struggle. 

“We have to continue the 
struggle but it may not be in 
the same form. but the 
struggle is still a struggle 

“We must help as man!. 
Malaysians as possible to at- 
tain the standard of living of 
a developed natlon.” 
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