
I)r M warns Umno members of effects if 

Partv coul 
By K. Bala ’ 

Dr Mahat hir was r-i’- 
spending to questions from 
rrporters on the trend in 
the on-going Umno ilivi- 
smnal rllections where par- 
tv interests were being sac- 
rificrd in certain cases. 

If  good Leader8 were clect- 
Ed, then the interests of thr 
party would bf, safelglarcl- 
td. hc said 

“But in the case of Mer- 
bok (llmno divisional con- 
ti,st). nonsensical peoplc2 
(omr2y ,qnnc, hZliicl?EblAYl~) 

are belng nc;:lll~l:ltrd to cotl- 
trst. 

“They (the contestants) 
g\ t: a11 sorts of csotidltions. 
II_ the>. llon’t get what thts\’ . 

ch1el. 
Thr former Stati, Parti 

Mclayu Semanpat 36 chair- 
nonsensical people elected 

man Said on Fr?day that he 
had written to Dr Mahathir 
slatinK !ii\ conditions for 
withdr;rn.lnp from the con- 

:::‘l>,,,. the irav for ncw de &)Ve d 

i)aim rei;ignri, 1s the Mer- 
bok pro-tern cheer :)n Aug 15 

fa& to lead the iilvisiorl. 
Ililwc%,er, leadc>rs at di\ri- 

sional and branch lcvcls 
persuaded the I‘mno tre:i- 
surer to reconsider his deci- 
sion. But Daim decided not 
to accept offers to defend 
his post. 

d 

t The contest for the divi- 
sion’s top post would now 
be between Zainol Ahidin 
and Badrl since the third 
contender, Jamaluddin Che 

‘ram, has withdrawn to con- 
test for the vice-head’s post. 

On his visit to Pulau Da. 
yang Bunting, Dr Mahathir 
said the island would be 
provided with more facile- 
ties. Among the island’s at- 
tractions is ;: fresh water 
lake. 

The “lake of the pregnant 
maiden” is popular among 
visitors. Folklore has it that 
a couple who had remainrd 
childless for 19 years drank > . ask tar tney grt angry. 

“If llmno is led hy such . water from the ia& anil 
ptwpk. thi,n the party will ww hlessed with a bab\ 
hc di~stroyed.” he added. girl. 

I)!- Mahathir was speak Besit1r.s thta beautifica 
!~,i: !I, rirportrrs after visit- tion of the lakgt, namc~il ;lftcr 

the island. thl,r-c* v  -I! aisr, 1~ .,L, [ ,I,,,, 1 .1 .. Y!lj‘S4 I : 

‘l’h~~ Prime Ministcbr was 
obviously referring to the 
conditions set by Sational 
I-x-servicemen’s As.qocia- 
tlon prcsiiicnt Senator I&\- 
I uk Gino1 Ahidin Johari for 
him to withdraw from cot>- 
testing thta Merbok [TInno 
divisional chiefs post tiJ 
pave the \vay for Economic 
Adviser Tun Daim Zainud- 
din to ccrntinuc’ heading the 
iIlvih!:)tl 

Thtt hrst condition scat by 
%;unol Abidln was for 1)aim 
to ensurrl that llr (%illnt)l 
Abidmj was not challenged 
for the deputy head’s post. 

Zainol Ahiiiin had also 
suggested that Tanjung 
Daual Asscmhlyman and 
pro-tern divisional chief Ba- 
drl Yunua he unchallenged 
as the vrcr~chief. 

%alnol Abidin also wan@ 
ed the right to appoint the 
divlsional secretary, trra- 
surer and information 

Iluring his eight-hour 
stay here. Dr Mahathir also 
vIsited the Aqua Ray, the 
first phase of the RMl bil- 
lion Port I,angkasuka pro- 
jwt which w-ill be lhth venue 
for Lima maritinli, clshibits. 
the Gallery Perrl,rn;l. which 
will house Stat? trifts and 
awards bestowr(l on Dr Ma- 
hathir. the Dataran l,;mg or 
Eagle Square and ! hc new 
officrt headquarters of the 
Langkawi Development Au 
thority (Lada). 

.4 IiM24.6 million office 
cum commercial complex 
in Kuah will open on Ott 13. 
Among its facilities are a 
multi purpose hall and an 
open air stage. 

Rarlirr, on arrival, Dr Ma- 
hathir inspected the new 
airport terminal building 
operational two weeks ago. 

Dr Mahathir expressed 
satisfaction with the pro- 
gress of the projects. 
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