
PM reminds TV stations of 
their social respons ilities 

“Cn!‘ortunately, human 
ixmga are more easily influ- 
f~nc~!tl by entertainment pro- 
gt’ammes aimed at pleasure. 
In order to mamtain their 
~lc)pularity, television chan- 
1~~1s will opt for the easy 
way by airing programmes 
c3)rLaining elements of sex 
:Intl violence.” 

Ilr, urj,red the stations to 
prc~v~tlc~ :I balanced presen- 
tation of entertainment and 
education programmes. 

He said in the information Taib and City TttlcJvision 
c5 to tne tlmc wnen 

modern equipment Mnhath~r s;nd at thal 
*̂  !a..-- - _..- A.M.*.. , s 

for the local broadcasting 
Itldustry as it provided 
vi(tw(ars with more channels 
to ~~l100s1~ from. 

“But due to the increased 
c,ompotition. the trend will 
t!t* towartls the screening of 
proj:r;nnmes containing ele- 
ments of sex and violence if 
the operators lose sight of 
their social responsibil- 
ities.” 

Ilr Mabathir said a knowl- 
ed~t~able and educated soci- 
city c,ould be moulded if tele- 
\ IsIon stations screened 
programtnrs with positive 
c’l(~l:lellts. 

woLlld f,r ,It)lc to r(‘c‘(‘:vc- 
hundreds of t&vision charI- 
nels from ~~rmmd th!: world. 

l)r Mahathir warned that 
in the pursuit of profit, for- 
eign brortd(*astrrs would re- 
sort to the screening of an) 
thing, resulting in viewers 
being influenccld by lust and 
pleasurf>. 

Besides measures taken 
t;,‘w Govcrnm(>nt to prc’- 

!lnsultable p r 0 
grammcs from IWrip aired. 
I)r Mahathir salt1 the best 
defence was socicl(y’s belief 
in positi\-c> value‘h. 

time. it was believed that 
governments would face dif- 
ficulties if society became 
knowledgeable from read- 
111.g books. 

“Rut we know from histo- 
ry that lots of useful infor- 
mation could be obtained 
from books.” 

However. Dr Mahathir 
said the negative effect was 
the publication and distri- 
bution of pornographic ma- 
terials, adding this was one 
of the reasons behind the 
Red’s moral decay. 

Earlier in his speech, 
‘I’unku Abdullah claimed 
the authorities were practis- 
111g double-standards in the 
censorship of programmes 
shown over KTM and those 
on TV3 and MetroVision. 

lir, suggested that televi- 
sion stations be given the 
autlloritv to do their own 
ccnsor&ip with the Home 
Llini>try providing the 
gr!i&lincs. 

ile said MetroVision 
would like to extend its 
transmission round-the- 
clock and called for some 
relaxation in the use of oth- 
er languages such as En- 
glish as it catered mostly to 
urban viewers. 
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