Dr M calls again

for reform of UN,
Security Council

IN a cell consistent with his

previous statements on the
sub}eft nme Minister Da-
tuk Seri D1 Mahathir Moha-

mad urged fellow-members
of the Non-Aligned Movea-
ment to insist on the demc-
cratisation of the world’'s
multilateral system, includ-
ing the reform of the UN
Security Council.

Dr Mahathir said that
while South-South relations
were significant, NAM
members should not ignore
or downplay their historial
political solidarity 2t the in-
ternational level.

NAM. the Prime Minister
szid, should not he reduced
to being a jorum to seek
support for its members’
candidaturs.

“This mo,gment has tra-
ditionally champiomed the
cause of a just and equitable
world grder. It has vigorous-
lay pursued - egalitariagism

~4hd $oEial justice ih ad-
dressing the asymmetries in
the multilateral system.

“The democratisation of
the multilateral system. in-
cluding the reform of the
Security Council, has re-
mained important objec-
tives of this movement.” Dr
Mahathir said in his speech
at the movement's 11th
Summit here.

Dr Mahathir said: “For
the first time, the major
powaers are equally anxious
to have these reforms. al-
though for different rea-
sons. It is important, there-
fore, that the South
articulate its own agenda
for reform of the multilater
al system.

“The restructuring ot the
system should be designied
to facilitate a tomprehenr-
sive multilateral framework
which will strengthen.glob-
al peace, security, economic
growth and developnient.

“The institutional stiuc
tures that deal with 1ssues
of war and peace, growth
and development need to be
reforimed taking into ac-

count the intevests of devel-
oping countries.

“We must ensure that the
tragedies of Rwanda, Bos-
nia-Herzegovina, Somalia
aind Cambodia are not re-
peated. The present UN and
the Security Council cannot
be entrusted with the task
of forestalling such trage-
dics.”

The Prime Minister said
that in Bosma. more than
three yvears of brutality and
massacres bv the Serbs
were tolerated while the UN
and Nato argued ovsr who
had authority.

‘3ut for the demand by
rhe American Congress and
Setis xxr for the arms embar-
005 t Bosnia to be lift-

Al Lhie need for the Gov-
erninent ot the United
States to justify its pblicies,
we would not have seen the
kind of action which forced

the Rosnian Sevbs to finally .

agree to seaieme:nt by nego-

tiations,” he sdid. -
Dr Macszthiv saia “De-
A

spite the delay, the US Gov-

ernment should be congm

gulated for forcing Nato and
the UN to act finally. The
UN and the Secretariat have
been more of an obstruction
to peace than upholding the
principles of the UN.

“Clearly, the UN, its Sec-
retariat and, in particular,
the Security Council must
be reformed if the world is
to be made safe from the
kind of gross injustices we
see everywhere today.”

Ini \nncluﬁlon the Prime
Minister said: “As we pre-
pare to leave Cartagena, we
must rededicate our collec-
tive determination to pro-
mote our common agenda.
Our struggle for a better and

iore equitable world and a
secure future premised on
the purposes and principles
of the UN Charter is far
from over.

“We need to soldiet on
with unabated zeal and res-
oluteness of purpose if we
are to realise these goals.”
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