
Curbing 
possible 
abuses in 
run-up to 
UmnG polls I 
From - 
Ahmad A. Talib 
in Cartagena, 
Colombia 
I)A’lTJK Scri I)r Mahathil 
Mohamad said Umno hoped 
to takr short and long-term 
mfxsww to rut-h possihlc 
ahuscs and j)rohlt~ms dliring 
the ruir-up to party eltx%ions 
wst Vc’aI‘. 

“If possiblt~. wc~‘ll takr 
bomt~ short-t(7m mt5lsur(5.” 
he said. 

I)r Mahathir will chair 
Lhtr ad hoc, cotrimittcc~ moet- 
ing in Kuala I,timpur upon 
his return from the 11th 
Summit of the> Non-Aligned 
Movement in Colombia. 

Dr Mahathir. speaking at 
a Press conft>rcxnco on 
Thursday was asked wheth- 
er the party had come up 
with measures that could be 
taken to check abuses ,and 
problems within the par&,, 
especiallv in the light of 
next vcar‘s election of office 
bear&s. 

He WBS .rlso iisked to com- 
ment on the 10 point bonus 
systrm used in the party 
election for the numher one 
and two posts. Under the 
system. each nomination 
made hv ;> division for any 
of the two po’.ts carries 10 
votes. 

Asked whether the sys- 
I tern would he scrapped for 
future elections, Dr Ma- 
hathir said he would be 
guided by the members’ 
wishes, adding that the deci- 
sion to implement the sys- 
tem was made.by the party’s 
$$est decision-making 

Ffe said: “Mv view is that 
this was a decision made by 
the general assemblv. This 
means that only the‘asscnl- 
bly has the right to d&de 
on the matter. I f  the general 
assembly has to decide on 
this. then members can suh- 
rnit a rclsolution on the mat- 
ter. 

“I’m not sure whether 
there’s still time to do it... In 
any C;I,W. 1’11 br> {roverned bv 
t11c 

e? 
ass6mbly’s decision.” 

The party i:i scheduled to 
hold this year‘s general as- 
semhlv in November. 

Ask&l whether the bonus 
s:,stcm had brought more 
had than good, Dr Mahathir 
said the party believed that 
its introduction would re- 
duce the possibilities of del- 
egates being influenced by 
unhealthy elements. 

Hut after the system was 
introduced, the party found 
out that there were efforts 
being made to influence the 
divisions through un- 
healthy means, Dr Mahathir 
said. It looked as though 
whatever the party did was 
not right, he said. 

Dr Mahathir said that ev- 
erything depended on the 
members, adding that in the 
past party elections were 
held every year but there 
were no problems. 

He said that in those days, 
nobody wanted to challenge 
Tunku Ahdul Rahman. Tun 
Ahdul Razak Hussein or 
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Tun Dr Ismail Abdul Rah- 
man. 

“Everything Gent 
smoothly. But now, Umno 
members may be more so- 
phisticated and may he 
more wealthy. And this 
could have led to problems. 

“As I said, I‘ll he guided 
by the general assembly’s 
decision. But the root cause 
of all these problems is that 
there is a deterioration in 
the quality of membership. 
While we’ve managed to en- 
large the party membership 
to more than two million, 
we found out that there is a 
decline in the quality of 
members.” 

Asked what would he on 
the agenda for the ad @oc 
committee’s first meetmg 
next week, Dr Mahathir said 
it would look into these 
problems and try to find 
ways or approaches on how 
they could be overcome. 

Asked why there was a 
decline in the quality ‘of 
members. Dr Mahathir said 
this had to be seen from the 
historical perspective. 

He said: “When Umno 
was formed, the Malays 
were facing external pres- 

they have progressed and 
have begun to fight among 
themselves. With external 

I pressures, the became 
4l united. But wit internal 

pressure, the tendency is to 
break. I feel that it s too 
early but some Malays be- 
lieve that they have pro- 
gressed enough and there- 
fore need not be united any 
more and hence can fight 
among themselves.” 

Asked what could be done 
to prevent this from happen- 
ing, the party president said 

members need to bring back 
the tested, good values and 
that they must be made to 
realise that they were not 
yet fully secure (selamat). 

He realised that the effort 
could take a long time, but 
added that this was the only 
solution. 

Asked whether he sub- 
scribed to the view that the 
keen interest to contest was 
because the contestants be- 
lieved that victory would of- 
fer them positions, the 
Prime Minister said that 
this was certainly so. This 
meant, he said, that their 
struggle was not prompted 
by nationalistic feelings but 
niore by greed. 

In Kuala Lumpur, party 
treasurer and Ecdnomic Ad- 
viser to the Government 
Tun Daim Zainuddin said 
the continued use of money 
politics in Umno was a re- 
sult of failure among its 
members to adhere to the 
party’s constitution. 

“What the party is unhap- 
py about is the extent of 
monev politics being prac- 
tised i”n ti.e party. 

“Despite the amendments 
to the party’s constitution, I 
see that there is still.some 
failure to control the :&Xi- 
pline among Umno :nem- 
hers,” Claid Daim, wh$ fs for- 
mer head of+ the Me&ok 
d&isiqR, <‘urnno’s “‘g&en@h iG”$i. 
disciplined rpembers, they 
listen to the, party leaders. 
The moment you do not lis- 
ten to the leader, there is 
bound to be disruption with- 
in the organisati6n.” 

“This is a trend that 
should be checked immedi- 
ately,” he told reporters af- 
ter presenting the inaugural 
Malaysia’s CEO of The Year 
award by Business Times 
and American Express to 
Telekom Malaysia execu- 
tive chairman Tan Sri Dr 
Rashdan Baba. 


	Curbing  possible  abuses in  run - up to  Umno polls (NST 21/10/1995)

