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KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - 
Umno president Datuk Seri 
Dr Mahathir Mohamad said 
today the party’s ad hoc 
committee was expected to 
take some time to complete 
the review of its constitu- 
tion and election regula- 
tions. 

He said it was better for 
the Committee on the Re- 
view and Amendment of the 
Constitution to conduct a 
thorough study so that the 
party need not carry out 
such an exercise time and 
again. 

“I am not sure, probably 
many suggestions have 
been forwarded and there- 
fore we need to take some 
time. The ad hoc committee 
will conduct an indepth and 
comprehensive study.” 

The Prime Minister was 
speaking to reporters after 
attending the Dee avali 
o en house hosted by 
&nister Datuk Seri S\am y 

orks 

Vellu. ” 
Dr Mahathirp who is chair- 

man of the committee, was 
asked whether it would 
corn lete its stud and for- 
war B d recommen ations at 
next month’s Umno general 
assembly. 

The supreme council at 
its meeting on Ott 6 decided 
to form the committee as it 
was concerned about allega- 
tions of wrongdoings during 
;j ~~~.elections at van- 

The committee has been 
given the power to draw 
new regulations pertaining 
to the election process or 

i take measures deemed nec- 
essary to curb unhealthy 
practices. 

The 11-member commit- 
tee will hold its first meet- 
ing at the Umno headquar- 
ters tomorrow. Other 
members of the committee 
are deputy president Datuk 
Seri Anwar Ibrahim, secre- 
tary-general Datuk Mo- 
hamed Rahmat, and su- 
preme council members 
Tun Daim Zainuddin, Abdul 
Ghani Othman, D@k Sal- 
leh Tun Said an&Dab& Dr 
Abdul Hamid Othman, 

Four party veterans 111 the 
committee are Tan Sri Ka- 
marul Ariffin Mohamed 
Yassin, Tan Sri Aishah Ab- 
dul Ghani, Tan Sri Samad 
yav; and Tan Sri Axahari 

Asked to comment on the 
proposal by supreme coun- 
cil member Datuk Annuar 
Musa that the election for 
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to the members to decide. 
He said the members 

could forward their propos- 
als for consideration by the 
committee. 

ot give my views. I 
by the views of 

“If &embers want some- 
thing, they can support the 
pro 04s. Now we have the 
adbc committee to review 
this matter and we can 
study any pro osal.” 

On the call f-l y Parti Mela- 
yu Semangat ‘46 deputy 
president Datuk Dr Rais Ya- 
tim to set u 
cil, Dr M al 

a Malay coun- 
athir said the 

party had raised the is- 

. 
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Dr M: People have decided 
U FROM PAGE ONE . 
sue during the general elec- 
tion. 

Hgsaid if the people felt it 
was-a ood proposal, they 
would fl ave supported Se- 
mahgat 46. 

“Mv view is that in a dem- 
ocratic country they (Se- 
mangat 46) have the right to 
make this an issue. 

“If the rakyat agreed with 
them, they would have won 
the election,” the Prime 
Minister said. 

Yesterdav. Kais said a Ma- 
lay counciimade up of Ma- 
lay-dominated political par- 
ties, academicians, 
businessmen and other Ma- 
lay interest groups should 
be set up to safeguard the 
interests of the community. 

Dr Mahathir also said he 
did not have any comments 
_I~- 

over an article in the 
Asiaweek magazine which 
focused on the country’s top 
leadership, maintaining 
that a magazine had to be 
controversial in ‘order to 
sell. 

The Prime Minister said 
he had made his statement 
“over and over again” and 
wondered what else could 
he say. 

He was speaking to re- 
porters on arrival at the Ku- 
ala Lumpur International 
Airport in Subang after at- 
tending the 11th summit of 
the Non-Aligned Movement 
@$IyO&and an offrcral vrsrt 

The article, Power Play, 
among others, said the loss 
of a “Mahathrr loyalist” in 
the Umno divisional elec- 
tion had sparked rumours 

that he was losing his grip 
on Umno and might soon 
have to relinquish control to 
his deputy. 

Dr Mahathir said: “They 
want to sell the magazine, 
and this is a right that we 
have to respect7 To sell a 
magazine you have to be 
controversial.” 

At this juncture, Anwar, 
who was with the Prime 
Minister, q-dipped: “But just 
don’t sell us.” 

The Prime Minister fur- 
ther said: “We are just 
wares for sale.” 

When asked that even lo- 
cal reporters were saying 
there were Prime Minister’s 
men and -Anwar’s men, Dr 
Mahathir said: “My support- 
ers are here,” pointing to- 
wards Anwar and broke 
into laughter. 
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