
PM: Time to set-up a UN 
peace enforcement force 

“lt is no use sending a UN 
protection force if it does 
not protect the people as 
mandated.” 

The Prime Minister was 
opening the “Mnlaysla in 
United Nations Peacrkerp- 
ing Missions Exhibition” at 
Muzium Negara. 

The two-monthexhibition 
traces Malaysia involve- 
ment in UN peacekeeping 
operations since the mis- 
sion to Congo 35 years ago 
and is being held in conjunc- 
tion with thr UN 50th anni- 
versary 

Dr Mahathir said since 
the peacekeeping mission to 
Congo, the Malaysian 
Armed Forces has been in- 
volved in I6 peacekeeping 
operations and the Police 
Force in six operations. 
These operations were in 
countries such as Angola. 
Cambodia. Iran. Iraq. Na- 
mibia, Somalia and Rosnia- 
Herzegovina. 

“We are still involved in 
six peacekeeping opera- 
t& -s,” he said, adding tbnl 

before completing the 
peacekeeping mission in So- 
malia early this year, Ma- 
laysia was the sixth largest 
troop contributing country 
among the l&member 
world body. 

As at May this year, a 
total of 13.092 Malaysian sol- 
diers and 381 policemen had 
served in the UN peacc>keep- 
ing operations, he added. 
Nine soldiers were killed in 
thr course of their dutv. 

He said the mcmb&s of 
the Armed Forces and Po- 
lice had served as peace- 
keepers, observers and 
those who provided hu- 
manitarian aid to the vic- 
tims trapped in upheavals. 

Dr Mahathir said that Ma- 
laysia’s involvment in the 
UN peacekeeping efforts 
was based on the principles 
of sovereignty of a country, 
justice and humanitarian- 
ism and was not motivated 
by religion and politics. 

“Malaysia is committed to 
the principles and objec- 
tives of the world body in its 

efforts, especially in pre- 
serving world peace and se- 
curity. 

“In this respect, Malaysia 
fully supports the UN peace- 
keeping operations because 
we believe we can help in- 
ternational efforts to seek a 
solution to world unrest ” 
he said, adding Malavsia 
also contributed financ<ally 
to the UN peacekeeping op- 
erations and it has never 
owed any money to the 
world body. 

He made it clear the credi- 
bility of the UN peacekeep- 
ing operations must be re- 
stored by giving it the 
strength to halt the aggres- 
sion occuring before its 
eyes, be it in Bosnia-Herze- 
govina or elsewhere. 

He said peace which the 
world community had 
hoped for since the end of 
the Second World War was 
still a dream with conflicts 
still claiming millions of 
lives. human rights beinrr 
violated, womenc;aped an; 
innocent children becoming 

victims of the conflicts 
On the contributions of 

the Malaysian soldiers and 
pohcemen in the TTN pcace- 
keeping operations, Dr Ma- 
hathir said their sacrifices 
were not only highly appre- 
ciated by the Government 
but also by the people in the 
countries they served. 

Also present at the cere- 
mony were Defence Minis- 
ter Datuk Syed Hamid Al- 
bar Deputy Foreign 
Minister Dntuk Dr Leo Mi- 
chael Toyad. members of 
the diplomatic corps and 
some of the Malaysian 
troops who had served in 
UN peacekeeping mlssions. 

Dr Mahathir later toured 
the exhibition and took a 
short ride in a Condor ar- 
moured personnel carrier 
used by Malaysian troops in 
thc>ir, pcacf:keeplng mis- 
!;IOlli 
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