Dr M: Malaysia emerging as important producer in regioi
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By Syed Nazri
and Saiful Azhar

LANGKAWI, Sat. — Malay-
sia is set to emerge as a
centre for the production of
cars for the rapidly growing
Asian market, Prime Minis-
ter Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said today.

He said although the
country’s automobile indus-
try was obviously in its in-
fancy, it was expected to
grow rapidly in the future.

“Apart from Proton and
the Kancil, Malaysia looks
ready to become a centre for
the production of cars for
the rapidly growing Asian
market.

“It is true that most Asian
countries want to produce
their own cars. Even so, the
demand for components, ac-
cessories and specialised
cars and vehicles needs to
be catered to,” he said when
opening the inaugural
Langkawi International Mo-

* tor Show (Limos '95) at the
Mahsuri International Exhi-
bition Centre.

The 10-day exhibition,
which ends on Nov 5, is or-
ganised by Le Proton Exhi-
bition . Services Sdn Bhd,
which is also involved in
organising the Langkawi In-
ternational Maritime and
Aerospace exhibition
(Lima).

Dr Mahathir said the
country’s robust economy
had a tremendous impact on
vehicle sales, which was ex-
pected to increase by 5.6 per
cent annually.

Despite stringent con-
trols, Proton had also man-
aged to secure a market in

Britain and Singapore. At
present, the Proton is ex-
ported to 28 countries, in-
cluding some to continental
Europe.

“There have been enqui-
ries from many countries
keen to import the Proton
cars which now come in a
number of models. The
660cc Kancil will also be ex-
ported once local demand is
satisfied.”

Dr Mabhathir said the na-
tion’s remarkable economic
performance was the factor
contributing towards the

owth of the automotive
Industry.

“Malaysia has become
known for its steady eco-
nomic growth which com-
pares very well with several
Asian newly industrialised
countries.”

From being a commodity
producer, relyin%emostl on
1ts exports of rubber and tin,
Malaysia’s total exports to-
day, amounting to nearl
US$60 billion (RM150 bil-
lion) or 79 per cent of its
total exports, was made up
of manufactured goods and.
the Prime Minister expected
both the proportion and the
value to grow in the years
ahead.

“A business-friendly Gov-
ernment has been able to
attract investors, foreign
and focal, to use the country
as a manufacturing base
and ‘profit i:lentre’.11 Iped b

“This policy is he y
the fact t%:lt Malaysia is one
of the most stable countries,
politically.

“The cost of living and the
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rate of inflation are also
very low in Malaysia, mak-
ing it possible for wages to
_ be kept relatively low with-
" out undermining the stan-
dard of living of the people.”

On the motor show, Dr
Mahathir said the event
would be another major at-
traction for Langkawi as a
major destination for visi-
tors to Malaysia following
the success of the biennial
Lima exhibition which will
be held for the third time
this year from Dec 5 to 10.

“After Lima, this motor
show is the biggest event for
Langkawi and will surely
put Langkawi on the world
map of motor shows.”

Dr Mahathir said Limos
'95 would fill a gap in the
itinerary of events that was
being planned for Langkawi
as part of the Government'’s
effort to make the island a
major conference, conven-
tion and exhibition centre
in the region.

The show will also en-
hance Langkawi's already
established status as one of
the most popular tourist
destinations in the region.

Dr Mahathir stressed on
the importance of exhibi-
tions as one of the most
effective ways of promoting
products or events.

“They bring together ex-

hibitors and the potential
buyers in a most intimate
atmosphere so that exhibi-
tors and their prospective
clients will get the maxi-
mum exposure to each other
and to the products.

“Indeed exhibitions are
now an essential component
of trade and commerce.
Lima shows have done this
and the Langkawi Interna-
tional Motor Show will cer-
tainly do the same for the
automotive industry,” the
Prime Minister said.

Dr Mahathir hopes Limos
'95 will create waves in the
automotive indusiry as ex-

hibitors showcase their best -

available products and ser-
vices, including their latest
models and concept vehi-
cles.

The show also features
the supporting industries —
spin-offs of the main indus-
try — consisting of the tyre
manufacturers, accessories
like rims, seats, car hi-fi and
manufacturers of certain
components and many oth-
ers.

The Prime Minister wel-
comed manufacturers par-
ticipating in Limos 95 to
look into the potential of the
Malaysian or Southeast
Asian automobile market.

“They are welcome to
look into the potential
even if it is just to market
their special makes in the

rich markets of Southeast
Asia.

“You will discover that in
Malaysia, despite high tax-
es, every make and model
are to be seen on the road,”
he said.

“Makers of high-priced
cars have often expressed
surprise that despite local
prices being almost three
times the prices in Europe,
these luxury cars are quite
common on the streets of
Malaysia.

“That is the measure of
Malaysians’ love for cars
and their willingness to pa
for what they like.” .

The Prime Minister ex-
pressed confidence that the
motor show, like Lima,
would grow in strength
from time to time.

Dr Mahathir hopes the
event will be a success and
will take Malaysia into the
next millennium with more
confidence and pride.

He also hopes the Malay-
sian automotive industry
growth, despite being new
in the industry compared to
those of Europe, America
and North-East Asia, can
benefit from all the exhibits
brought together at the ex-
hibition.

He said the show provided
the Malaysian auto industry
an opportunity to display
the tremendous progress

that it had achieved in the

industry.

Earlier, Dr Mahathir was
given a traditional welcome
on his arrival at the exhibi-
tion hall for the colourful
opening ceremony.

Also present were Kedah
Menteri Besar Tan Sri Os-
man Aroff and Defence Min-
Lster Datuk Syed Hamid Al-

ar.

Later, speaking at a Press
conference, Dr Mahathir
said he was satisfied with
the turnout of participants
for the show and the inter-
est it generated.

“I think it is quite a good
show with lots of partici-
pants.

“The hotels are fully
booked.”

Asked what he would sug-
gest to make the show big-
ger in future, especially in
terms of participation from
major manufacturers, he
said the show was quite well
represented.

“The big boys (of motor
trade) are here and there is
quite a good mix since mo-
torcycles and vintage cars
are also on display.”

This fact, the Prime Min-
ister added, proved that
the show was different fron
the Tokyo International mo-
torshow, which started to-
day.

Limos was not meant to
compete with Tokyo, Dr Ma-
hathir said.
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