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PM keeps 
newsmen 

. 

;WSSlllg 

her Apec 
.ANGKAWI, sun. _- 
Nhether or not Prime Min- 
ster Datuk Seri Dr Ma- 
lathir Mohamad would at- 
end next month’s meeting 
If the Asia Pacific Economic 
zooperatioii (Apec) in Osa- 
<a, Japan, remained a mat- 
:e; of huge interest among 
ourilalists. 

Dr Mahathir was repeat- 
:dly asked by two Japanese 
lournalists whether he 
wculd attend the meeting 
which is scheduled three 
weeks from now. 

The Prime Minister’s an- 
swers continued to leave a 
question mark over wheth- 
er he would attend. The 
&panese journalists took 
advantage of the Prime Min- 
ister’s Press conference yes- 
terda 

h 
after he had 

launc ed the inaugural 
Lan kawi International Mo- 
tors fl ow here. 

Dr Mahathir said his par- 
tici ation in Osaka hinged 
on R is assessment of the ob- 
jectives of the meeting and 
on what it could achieve. 

“Once I have studied this, 
I will Inake a decision.” 

Dr Mahathir attended the 
last sumr$t in Jakarta but 
gii;t~~yt one m Seattle, 

Dr Mahathir was asked 
what was holding him back 
since the Apec meeting 
starts in just three weeks. 

The Prim Minister said 
he wanted to know how the 
Apec meeting would affect 
Malaysia acd ,what tfie 

“But the Deputy Prime 
Minister (Datuk Seri Anwar 
Ibrahimj will be -here. The 
envoy can meet the Deputy 

countrv could gam tram It. Prime Minister.” 

Asked whether he expecr- 
ed the Osaka meeting to 
raise objections against the 
East Asia Economic Cau- 
cus, Dr Mahathir said the 
Apec meeting was not 
meant to discuss this. 

“But of course, we th$nk 
that even if peo le 

3 
dc.n’t 

agree with the I ea, they 
should not make it difficult 
for us by raising ob’ections 
to what we want to d o. 

“For example, when we 
wanted to have an Asia-Eu- 
rope meeting, some coun- 
tries insisted that Asia must 
include Australia and New 
Zealand when we have al- 
ready decided to the con- 
trary.” 

Another journalist then 
pointed out that it was re- 
ported the Ja anese 

i 
Gov- 

ernment woul despatch a 
special envoy next tieek to 
invite Dr Mahathir to attmd 
the Osaka meeting. 

To this, the Prime Minis 
ter replied: “1 will be leairing 
for Argentina (for the meet, 
ing of the Group of 15 COUII- 
tries) so I may not bc able to 
meet the envoy. 
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