
Provide alternative fare to 
foreign broadcasts, media told 

to utter words such as sex 
but today we say it and 
broadcast programmes on 

KUALA LUMPUK, Tues. - 
The local media should pro- 
vide an alternative fare to 
the corrupting influence of 
ideas and values propagated 
by foreign television pro- 
fj-m-~i~~er”yg~~ 

Dr Mahathir Mohamad said 
today. 

He said the media, includ- 
ing those who managed tele- 
~~t~~r~“a,‘~~s~~~~~~~~~ 

should not be confused or 
inynrred by the foreign 

He said the local media 
should master the tech- 
nique of conveying informa- 
tion and news in a way 
which was interesting and 

i( 
et keeping within the 
ounds of decencv as 

against the style adopted by 
the foreign media. 

In this way,, they would be 
able to provide an altema- 
tive fare to Malaysians, he 
added. 

Dr Mahathir said it was 
the responsibility of the lo- 
cal media community to dis- 
charge their duties and re- 
sponsibilities with 
consideration to society, re- 
ligion and nation. 

“Although the Govem- 
ment wants the people to 

!gEZt%~2~k7~~ 

dustrial development, we 
should not compromise on 
our culture,, social values 
and way of hfe.” 

Of course, he said, there 
were elements in our cul- 
ture which were not healthy 
and had to be replaced with 
wholesome foreign values. 

“However, there are 
many values that are noble 
in our culture which have to 
:J, revived and perpetuat- ,, 

Dr Mahathir said current- 
ly the Government was still 
able to control foreign 
broadcasts and publica- 
tions. 

“However, with greater 
sophistication in technol- 
ogy, television broadcasts 
from the West will become 
increasingly difficult to con- 
trol. Everyday, values and 
lifestyles which are against 
our culture will be brought 
into our homes. 

“We will accept what is 
strange to us as normal 
when the influence is on a 
continual basis. Before long, 
consciously or unconscious- 
ly we will imbue the life- 
styles and values. 

sex as an ordinary matter. 
This does not reflect our cul- 
ture but it has become part 
of it as a result of long-term 
exposure to the foreign me- 
dia.” 

He said this to reporters 
after witnessing the signing 
of a memorandum of under- 
standing between Keris Mo- 
tion Sdn Bhd and Measat 
broadcast Network Systems 
Sdn Bhd and launching Ke- 
ris Motion’s logo at Hotel 
lstana here today. 

Keris Motion-is a consor- 
tium of Bumiputera film 
producers. Measat Broad- 
cast Network Systems, 
which is expected to offer 
between 15 and 20 satellite 
TV channels, is scheduled 
to operate next year follow- 
ing the launching of the Ma- 
laysia East Asia Satellite 
(Measat). 

At the signing ceremony, 
Keris Motion was represent- 
ed by its executive chair- 
man, Mohamed Jusoh while 
Measat Broadcast Network 
Svstems director. Sved Hus- 
sein Syed Abu Bakar. signed 
on behalf of his company. 

“When we start practising 
a way of life or thinking, it 
will then become part of OU~R Dn with 
culture. I ,. this as all 

“In the past we wereshy the more important for the 
._a>: 

local media to provide an 
alternative fare to foreign 
broadcasts. 

“This is because soon, 
news broadcasts, features 
and other information from 
Mala sia will not only be 
watt i ed by local people but 
also people of other coun- 
tries once Measat Broad- 
cast, the country’s first sat- 
ellite TV station, begins 
operations. 

“With our satellite station 
beginning transmission, 
through Measat Broadcast. 
our films and TV pro- 
grammes will be seen by 
people in Malaysia, Asean 
countries,lndia and Austra. 
lia,” he said. 

Dr Mahathir said TV sta- 
tions, no doubt, would at- 
tract a bigger audience if 
they screened materials fea- 
turing violence, sex, and 
matters which were contro- 
versial and that which con- 
demned others. 

“However this is the 
method of people devoid of 
ideas, those not efficient in 
producing stories or in the 
utilisation of tools to meet 
the wishes of viewers.” 

The Prime Minister said 
those who were efficent 
need not be dependent on 
ways which were based on 
human longings or urges. 
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