
PM: Master. 
English to 
gain from IT 

rc~ponsc to a question on 
*whether 1 hose who were not 
profit-lent in English would 
bf~ thrz ‘have riots’ in infor- 
m;\{ ion tt*chnology. 

fit, UJS speaking to re- 
porters after launching the 
INFOTECH 95 conference at 
the Put ra World Trade Cen- 
t t-c here. 

On the accessibility of the 
Internet for the financially 
handic,appttd. Dr Mahathir 
said the cost would definite- 
!y go down. 

“As you know whenever 
y~)u have economies of 
Sdf~, the cost would go 
down \ery much and there 
can 1)~ ways of sharing ac- 
rx-+lbihty to the Internet. 

‘51 1 do not think this 
ldtx1 of haves and have nots 
will last for long with re- 
<pt’c‘t to accessibility to IT.” 

X~kt4 why many corpora- 
tlons dltl not give sufficient 
~~m~lhas~s to developing IT, 
l)r Mahathir said some peo- 
ple werp probably scared of 
tht,~r personal computers. 

‘This i:: a problem. The 
\ot~trgt~ staff love their 
~~o~i~pul~~h and cannot go 

anywhere without their 
PCs. But the problem of oid 
er staff overcoming their 
fears can be solved because 
using the computer 15 bc 
coming easier and I?asirr 
and even people likr mc’ 
now can push a fewhuttons 
and gain some mforma 
tion.” 

Asked why the Govt~rn 
ment’s stake of 32 per cent 
in Hicom Holdings Hwhnd 
was sold. Dr Mahathir said: 
“We find that whenever a 
company is partially owned 
by the people managing It. 
the performance is bettor. 

“Some of the companies 
in Hicom Holdings Herhad 
are not ,glving u- 
amount ot rtturns > & ‘FYT 1 1 
pect.” 

L 

He said the amount of 
money from the S;I!~L was 
quite attractive. “Wc r::ll 
plit the RMI 7 bllllon re- 
ceived to bettrr u.sfx:” 

The sale was sea11:tl b&l- 
tween Khazanah Holdings 
Berhad. the Government‘s 
investment arm, and Mtbga 
Consolidated Sdn Hhd In the 
middle of last month. 
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