Multimedia super corridor being established

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. —
The Government has em-
barked on an ambitious pro-
gramme to establish a Mul-
timedia Super Corridor
(MSC) in Malaysia stretch-
ing from Kuala Lumpur to
the new Kuala Lumpur In-
ternational Airport (KLIA)
in Sepang, Prime Minister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mo-

hamad said today.

_Dr Mahathir said the cor-
ridor encompassed an area
about 15km wide and 40km
long.

“This corridor will not
only house the new KLIA
with the most advanced To-
tal Airport Management
System (TAMS) but also the
new Government centre of

Putrajaya, which is being
planned to be an Intelligent
City.”

He said software, hard-
ware and systems compa-
nies 'in the computer, tele-
communications and
broadcasting industries
would be attracted to locate
their operations in the MSC.

“Businesses integrating

both the print and the elec-
tronic media, including pub-
lishing, information ser-
vices, broadcasting and
movie industries will be
prioritised.

_ “World class companies
in these business areas will
be invited and local compa-
nies encouraged to become
their business partners,” he
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“Around the KLIA, the
virpore City will facilitate
and svnergise air travel.
The city will not only cater
for businesses but also inte-
vrate  passenger transport
with the travel and tourist
businesses globally.”

He said Putralaya would
see the creation
kinds of government ser-
vices made possible through
information technology and
multimedia.

Higher levels of efficiency
and productivity will be
achieved by using IT to
transform the internal oper-
ations and processes of gov-

of new .

ernment agencies.

“Services offered to the
public will also be re-engi-
neered, for the clients to in-
teract directiy with the pub-
lic servants through
electronic means and in
some cases even avail them-
selves of the services by di-
rect interaction with intelli-
gent and automatic IT
systems.”

He said muitimedia. its
co-ordination and develop-
mept, including the pro-
posed Multimedia Develop-
ment Corporation (MDC),
would be placed under the
Prime Minister's Depart-
ment. “Co-ordination is nec-
essary as multimedia touch-

es upon many kinds of
information infrastructures
and information contents.
“The MDC will be the
master planner and strate-
gic arm for the creation of
the MSC and will also pro-
mote it throughout the
world to attract the best
companies to work for us.”
Dr Mahathir said people
must not only gain compe-
tency and literacy in IT but
must also know their specia-
lised areas as well so that
they might be able to re-
engineer the necessary
WOrk processes.
* In conjunction with the
opening, Dr Mahathir also
fielded questions via a video

conferencing link-up with
Universiti Kebangsaan Ma-
laysia. Universiti Malaysia
Sarawak, Universiti Tech-
nology Malaysia, Institut
Teknologi Mara, Universiti
Sains Malaysia and Univer-
siti Pertanian Malaysia.

The three-day INFOTECH
conference entitled Nation-
al Information Superhigh-
way and Multimedia Appli-
cations -—- National
Consensus for Policy and
Programme Development is
being sponsored by Tele-
kom Malaysia Berhad, New
Straits_ Tigtes, Time Tele-
kom. Epson Malaysia Sdn
Bhd, Binariang Sdn Bhd
and Bay Network.

said when opening the IN-
FOTECH '95 conference at
the Putra World Trade Cen-
tre here today.

Dr Mahathir said muiti-
media cities would be creat-
ed in the MSC catering for
various industries.
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