
Dr Mahahtir to attend Apec 
meeting in the Philippines 
PRIME Minjster Datuk ‘Seri 
Dr Mahathir Mohamad says 
he will be oing to Subic 
Bay in the t hilippines for 
the fourth unofficial Asia- 
Pacific Economic Co-opera- 
tion (Apec) leaders’ meeting 
next year. 

expected to be the site of the 
leaders’ meeting. Canada 
will be the next venue after 
that. and Malavsia in 1998 in 
conjuction with Apec’s 10th 
anniversarv. 

(the reason).” 
He said Clinton’s pres- 

ence would have liven a 

who he said was fair and 
effective. 

On a lighter note, Dr Ma- 
hathir said he had com- 
mented to Murayama that 
he had never seen Osaka so 
quiet before. 

“I give my word that I will 
be in Subic to be with my 
friend President (Fidel) Ra- 
mos.” he said at a Press 
conference yesterday. 

A member of the Philip 
pine Press had asked the 
question as Dr Mahathir 
only made the decision to 
attend the Osaka leaders’ 
meeting about a week be- 
fore the meeting was to 
start. The reporter said he 
was asking the question so 
as to spare Ramos the sus- 
pense of another last-min- 
ute decision by Dr Ma- 
hathir. 

The Philippines will host 
next year’s eighth ministeri- 
al meeting and Subic Bay is 

The question of whether 
Dr Mahathir would attend 
the leaders’ meeting arose 
because of his absence in 
the first leaders’ meeting in 
Blake Island, Washington in 
the United States in 1998. 
Last year he was present at 
the meeting in Bogor, Indo- 
nesia. - - 

“I will go to Subic, unless 
of course something ha - 
pens. I don’t think I shou d P 
create tension anywhere,” 
he said. 

Dr Mahathir was asked 
again on the absence of 
United States President Bill 
Clinton at the meeting. Clin- 
ton could not attend be- 
cause of domestic problems. 

“I regret that Clinton can- 
not attend, but I understand 

‘greater sense of -author- 
ity”, but added that the ab- 
sence was not felt that much 
as he was adequate1.y repre- 
Eer;d by Vice-President Al 

Dr Mahathir also.said he 
saw no evident shift in 
Apec’s leadership from the 
United States to Asia, as 
was suggested by some es- 
pecially with Clinton’s ab- 
Hence. - 

He said there was no ques- 
tion of anyone taking lead- 
ership in Apec, as all mem- 
ber economies were equal. 

“We should hope that we’ 
are all equal and that there 
is no attempt by anyone to 
be the leader of Apec.” 

Dr Mahathir also com- 
mended Japan’s steward- 
shi in this year’s meeting, 
an f especially Prime Minis- 
ter Tomiichi Murayama, 

“I told the Prime Minister 
that it must cost a lot of 
money to the businessmen 
in Osaka (in terms of busi- 
ness opportunities lost).” 

Residents around Japan’s 
second largest city were told 
to avoid Osaka during the 
week-long Apec function. 
Security was tight in the 
city and this evidently af- 
fected daily activities here. 
Some businesses also had to 
close temporarily. 

“I hope that this meeting 
will create more trade so 
that businessmen in Osaka 
can be compensated and re- 
deem the business oppotun- 
ities they lost during the 
meeting in the last five 
days,” he said. 
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