
Dr M: Intensify effbrts to 
boost multi-cultural activities 
By Farush Khan, 
JosepFf Bingkasan 
and Jonistsr: 
Bangkuai 
KOTA K:NABAiU. Mtn. 
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir hlo 
hnmad wants Malaysians ot 
all races to intensify effort:. 
to enhance multl cultural 
activities to fostrr greatci 
understacdmg. 

The Prme Ministrr said 
such efforts should not b:, 
confined to only crrtam 
parts of the coiintrq. 

Dr Mahathir. :~corn~a 
nied by Datin Srrl ;ir Sill 
Hasmah, was opc,nin:: thi 
12th Malaysian i:ui:ural 
Festival at the Likas intlool 
Stadium here tonight. It wah 
organiscd by the IWeratler1 
of the MalaysIan (‘hlnesi. 
Assembiy. 

Hc was hap>:; to note that 
the thrctb-day festival 
which beg;m on Saturday 
was partic:pated by ail thr, 
ethnic groups. This IS thrl 
first time the festival is bP 
ing held !n Sabah. 

“This is cltlar prcl:,f of the 
t&rant attitude !:rpvailing 
among Malaysians.” 

:lc said tl:r-u::h sl1r.h 4 
forts, coupled with those of 
the Covernmrnt. Sabah was 
experiencing rapid d~~velop 
ment and btll!~vc~d tl~ic 
would further !‘:!l\f’ the [?(‘!I 

pies’\ llv~ng standards. 
in ~16.w of its significance, 

hlz said I ultural activities 
niust by preserved despite 
tlrtt c,cluntry’s achievements 
11) V~~IIIIIS fields, including 
LII isclc’nc’ta and technology, 
l.V c,ulturc is the identity of 

tlltb Malaysian community. 
l)r Mahathir spoke at 

imgth on the need for CO~I- 
t lnu~d co oueration and ULI- 
tlt~rstand~k~g among the 
frtuiti-i-aci;ll people, citing 
tciislon., riots and other cha 
&It irzadents ca-used by ra 
1 Ial misunderstanding in 
otlirr -ountries. I 

Gut here (in Malaysia). 
M’(’ :w lucky as, except for 
the riots in 1969 in Kuala 
l,unlpur, there has been no 
I tl;iir!; and the people live in 
IW:~~Y, and harmony ,” he 
Silll 

IIe said one of the reasons 
which had helped to pro 
mote i:loser relations among 
t hcl people of the various 
races and religions was the 
Government’s liberal atti 
tuclc 

“There is no force in reil 
r;lon. fc,r c,xample. If  there 
are people who change their 
faith, it is done of their II&~ 
accord.” he said 

A!so present ueria (:hirt 
Minister Datuk Sallch Salti. 
thr federation’s oresident 

Various cultural activi- 
ties, including dances by all 
the ethnic groups in Sabah, 
exhibition of handicraft 2nd 
traditional houses and cul- 
tural-related competitions 
were held. 

Earlier, on arrival at the 
Kota Kinabalu airport’s old 
terminal building Dr Ma- 
hathir and Dr Siti Hasmah 
were given a r&sing red 
carpet welcome. 

A cclltural troupe from 
the Sabah Spdrts and Cul- 
tural Board was on hand to 
perform various local tradi- 
tional dances. 

Salleh led a’long line of 
dignitaries, who included 
State Cabinet Ministers and 
heads of State Barisan Na- 
sional component parties, to 
welcome the Prime Minis 
ter. 

Minister in the Prime 
Minister’s Department and 
I.iberal Democratic Party 
(LDP) president Datuk 
@hong Kah Kiat. State Leg 
is1atii.c Assembly Speaker 
Datuk Hassan Alban Sandu- 
kong and State Secretary 
Datuk Khalil Datu Jamalul 
\\t’rc also at the airport to 
I eceii e I>r Mahathir. 

Ilr Mahathir and Dr Siti 
klasma h were driven 
straight to the Shangri-la’s 
‘l’anjunp Aru Resort 
(STAR). where they ~111 be 
slaying during the duratinn 
01 their three-day official 

visit. 
After launching the festi- 

val. Dr Mahathir attended a 
dinner at STAR hosted by 
Salleh. A tiiht schedule 
awaits the Prime Minister 
tomorrow. 

In the morning he will 
perform the ground-break- 
ing ceremony for the IJni- 
versiti Malaysia Sabah per- 
manent campus a’ Likas 
Bay here and the Ferronas 
Gas landing site at Kam 
pung Gayar‘g in T,uaran. 

He will then prcceed tu 
the Mimpian Jadi Resort m 
Tuaran for lunch and briel- 
ing on the development 01 
the resort. 

In the afternoon, Dr Ma 
hathir will perform the 
ground-breaking ceremony 
for the Kota Kinabalu 111~ 
dustrial Park before attend- 
ing a State development 
briefing by Salleh. 

On Wednesday morning. 
Dr Mahathir will chair the 
Federal Cabinet meeting at 
the new State Legislative 
Assembly Hall. In the after- 
noon he vii11 launch a cul 
tural conference orgarnsed 
by the Koisaan Cultural De 
Glopment Institute. 

Before leaving for Kuala 
Lumpur. the Prime Minister 
will launch Saega Airlines. 
a Joint venture between the 
Sabah Government, Sara 
wak Government and Ekran 
Bhd. 
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