Dr M: Intensify eflorts to
boost multi-cultural activities
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Bangkuai

KOTA KiNABALU. Mcn.
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mo
hamad wants Malaysians of
all races to intensify effort.
to enhance multi-culturai
activities to foster greate:
understanding.

The Prime Minister said
such efforts should not b«
confined to only certain
parts of the country.

Dr Mahathir. accompa

nied by Datin Seri Dr Sit
Hasmah, was opening the
12th Malavsian Cuitural
Festival at the Likas indoo:
Stadium here tonight. It was
organised by the Federation
of the Malaysian Chinesec
Assembly.
* “He was happy to note that
the three-day festival.
which began on Saturday
was participated by all the
ethnic groups. This is the
first time the festival is be
ing held in Sabah.

“This is clear proof of the
tolerant attitude prevailing
among Malaysians.”

e said through such eof
forts, coupled with those of
the Government, Sabah was
experiencing rapid develop-
ment and believed thic
would further raise the peo

ple's tiving standards.

in view of its significance,
he said, cultural activities
must be preserved despite
the country’s achievements
W various fields, including
in sclence and technology,
i culture s the identity of
the Malaysian community.

Dr  Mahathir spoke at
length on the need for con-
tinued co operation and un-
derstanding among the
multi-racial people, citing
teiision, riots and other cha
utic incidents caused by ra
cial  misunderstanding  in
other countries.

“But here (in Malaysia).
we are lucky as, except for
the riots in 1969 in Kuala
f.umpur, there has been no
chaos and the people live in
peace and harmony,” he
said.

He said one of the reasons
which had helped to pro-
mote closer relations among
the people of the various
races and religions was the
Government’s liberal atti
tude.

“There is no force 1n reh
gion, for example. If there
are people who change their
faith, it is done of their vwn
accord,” he said.

Also present were Chief
Minister Datuk Salieh Said.
the federation’s president
Ng Teck Fong and organis-
ing chairman Datuk Seri
Mohamed Sari Nuar.

Various cultural activi-
ties, including dances by all
the ethnic groups in Sabah,
exhibition of handicraft and
traditional houses and cul-
tural-related competitions
were held.

Earlier, on arrival at the
Kota Kinabalu airport’s old
terminal building Dr Ma-
hathir and Dr Siti Hasmah
were given a rousing red

_ carpet welcome.

A cultural troupe from
the Sapah Sports and Cul-
tural Board was on hand to
perform various local tradi-
tional dances.

Saileh led a long line of
dignitaries, who included
State Cabinet Ministers and
heads of State Barisan Na-
sional component parties, to
welcome the Prime Minis-
ter.

Minister in the Prime
Minister’s Department and
L.iberal Democratic Party
(I.DP) president Datuk
Chong Kah Kiat, State Leg-
islative Assembly Speaker
Datuk Hassan Alban Sandu-
kong and State Secretary
Datuk Khalil Datu Jamalul
were also at the airport to
receive Dr Mahathir.

Dr Mahathir and Dr Siti

Hasmah were driven
straight to the Shangri-la’s
Tanjung Aru Resort

(STAR), where they will be
staying during the duratien
of their three-day official

visit.

After launching the festi-
val, Dr Mahathir attended a
dinner at STAR hosted by
Salleh. A tight schedule
awaits the Prime Minister
tomorrow.

In the morning he will
perform the ground-break-
ing ceremony for the Uni-
versiti Malaysia Sabah per-
manent campus a. Likas
Bay heie and the Petronas
Gas landing site at Kam-
pung Gayang in Tuaran.

He will then proreed to
the Mimpian Jadi Resort in
Tuaran for lunch and briet-
ing on the development of
the resort.

In the afternoon, Dr Ma-
hathir will perform the
ground-breaking ceremony
for the Kota Kinabalu In-
dustrial Park before attend-
ing a State development
briefing by Salleh.

On Wednesday morning.
Dr Mahathir will chair the
Federal Cabinet meeting at
the new State Legislative
Assembly Hall. In the after-
noon he will launch a cul
tural conference organised
by the Koisaan Cultural De
velopment Institute.

Before leaving for Kuala
Lumpur, the Prime Minister
will launch Saega Airlines,
a joint venture between the
Sabah Government, Sara-
waé\ Government and Ekran
Bhd.
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