
Dr M: Sabah’s cost of living can be lowered 
By Joseph 
Bingkasan 
KOTA KINABALU, Tues. ~ 
The cost of living in Sabah 
should not be higher than in 
Peninsular Malaysia, Prime 
Mipister Datuk Seri Dr Ma- 
hathir Mohamad said today. 

He said one of the factors 
which contributed to this 
$vas the high cost of trans- 
,iortation of goods into Sa- 
hah from the peninsula. 

He said there was a need 
.o study the transportation 
.,ystem between Peninsular 
Malaysia and Sahah. 

“I am confident that the 
,ost of living in Sabah can 
dso he lowered by efficient 
,ontrol of prices of goods,” 

,ic said after launching the 
Kota Kinahalu Industrial 
I’ark (KKIP) at Kampung 
Melawa in Telipok. 25km 
from here, this afternoon. 

Dr Mahathir said there 
must be reasons for the high 
-ayt of living in Sabah, and 
should the transportation 
;vstcm he among them, 

than it was only appropriate 
to review the system. 

He said when prices of 
goods increased, there must 
be reasonable reasons for it. 

He said it was believed 
that the cost of goods was 
higher in Sabah as the cost 
of transportation was added 
to the value of the goods 
when sold to consumers. 

“We (Government) must 
find ways to overcome this 
problem ___ must find ways 
to lower the present cost of 
living in Sabah.” 

He said in the Govern- 
ment effort to solve the 
problem, the people must 
also play their role in order 
to get the benefit of getting 
their money’s worth. 

“We must discipline our- 
selves .._ what is important 
is the purchasing power of 
your income not the amount 
of your income.” 

He said it would not bene- 
fit the people if their income 
increased or they acquired 
extra money when the 
prices of goods also in- 

creased. 
He said unemployment in 

Sabah at seven per cent was 
also still high compared 
with the country’s two per 
cent. 

He said the two per cent 
actually indicated zero un- 
employment in the country. 

Dr Mahathir said the two 
per cent were those who 
were not willing to work or 
too selective of jobs. 

“And the seven per cent 
unemployment in Sabah in- 
dicates that there exists 
manpower in Sabah who are 
still seeking employment.” 

He s,tid it k-d; 101 this 
reason that the Government 
was doing its best to create 
employment opportunities 
in the State by.establishing 
industrial projects. 

He said apart from solv&g 
the high cost of living and 
unemployment problems, 
the Government also want- 
ed to see the industrial sec- 
tor produce goods for ex- 
port. 

“And the raw materials, 

expertise and component of 
the goods for export must be 
available in Malaysia and 
not imported from other 
countries,” he said. 

Dr Mahathir said for Sa- 
bah to get favourable for- 
eign exchange, components 
of the goods for export must 
be made locally. 

He said revenue would 
not be much if goods are 
imported and added value 
here before being exported. 

He hoped that goods man- 
ufactured by investors in 
the KKIP would not be im- 
ported. 

After the launching, the 
Prime Minister witnessed 
the signing of six memoran- 
dums of understanding be- 
tween KKIP Sdn Bhd and 
investors for the setting up 
of various industries in the 
industrial park. 

XKIP Sdn Bhd, a subsid- 
iary of the Sabah Economic 
Development Corporation, 
is the developer of-the zone 
which is Dart of the 3.200- 
hectare industrial park 
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