Dr M: New airline
can boost the region

By Joniston
Bangkuai

KOTA KINABALU, Wed. -
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mo-
hamad said today he expect-
ed businesses in the East
Asean Growth Area (EAGA)
to pick up at greater speed
with the inception of Sacaga
Airlines.

The Prime Minister said
the new air services would
make travelling within the
EAGA, covering Sabah and
Sarawak in Malaysia, Kali-
mantan in Indonesia, South-
ern Philippines and Brunei,
a lot easier.

Besides speeding up eco-
nomic development, he said,
the introduction of the air-
line would boost the tour-
ism trade within EAGA.

The establishment of the
airline, he said, was also

proof of the close co-opera
tion between Malaysia,
Indonesia, Brunei and the
Philippines to jointly devel
op the EAGA

Dr Mahathar said Saeaga
Alrlines was the result of a
concept of regional co oper
ation mooted by Philippine
President Fidel Ramos

He said Ramos viewed
that there would be better
results if the four neigh
bouring countries worked
together to help develop avi
ation services rather than
operating on their own

Since the 1dea was moot-
ed, Dr Mahathir said, there
has been several meetings
among various Ministers of
the four countries and all
agreed that there should be
a follow-up on the proposad

“The Governments of the
four countries have re
sponded very well and now

we see concrete results of
the co-operation,” he said at
the launching of the air
line at the Kota Kinabalu
Airport old terminal build
ing here.

"I teel that given time
there will be a lot of travel
lers using the routes pro-
posed by the airline.

“We will see this area
grow as rapidly as the rest of
South East Asia and the rest,
of Fast Asia,” he added.

The regional-based
Saeaga Airlines 1s a joint
venture between the Sabah
and Sarawak Governments
and Ekran Sdn Bhd.

He said co-operation from
the countries within the
EAGA was vital to ensure
the success of the venture.

Descrbing the launching
of the atrline as momentous
for Subah and Sarawak, Dr
Mahathir pledged the Feder-

al Government's tull co op
eration to ensurce its suc
(NS,

Stressing that both Kati
Kinabalu and Kuching
needed direct flights to the
various destinations within
the EAGA, he said with the
inception of the airhine it
would be easier for the peo
ple in the region to travel
between Kuching and Kota
Kinabalu and also those des
tinations in the neighbour
ing countries.

Saeaga Airlines has pur
chased one Canadair Re
gional Jet and two de Havil
land Dash 8 aircraft from
Bombadicer Regional Asr
craft Division for its initial
operation.

When operational  next
year, Saeayga's aircraft wili
represent the first Canadair
Regional Jet service in the
Asia-Pacific Region.
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