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of goods in Sabah

KOTA KINABALU, Wed. —
The Government will con-
duct a study to find ways to
reduce the prices of goods in
Sabah which are higher
than those in Peninsular
Malaysia, Datuk Seri Dr Ma-
hathir Mohamad said today.

The Prime Minister said
the decision was made at
the Cabinet meeting held
here this morning.

The Cabinet, he said, had
directed the Domestic Trade
and Consumers Affairs Min-
istry to conduct an in-depth
study on the cause of Sa-
bah’s high cost of living.

“It will make recommen-
dations to the Federal Gov-
ernment and the State Gov-
ernment on how the cost of
living could be lowered,” he
told a Press conference at
the old airport terminal at
the end of his three-day visit
to Sabah.

He said that the Govern-
ment would want to see that
the benefits from any reduc-
tion in prices of goods were
enjoyed by consumers and
not exploited by any party,
including retailers.

“We hope all parties con-
cerned will work together in
finding, a solution to this
matter,” he added.

Dr MaRathir regretted
that some traders had been
resorting to all sorts of ex-
cuses to keep the prices of
goods high.

For example, he said,
when the price of oil was
increased, the traders would
use the high production cost
factor to raise the price as
soon as they could, but
when the price was sup-
posed to go down, they
would be very reluctant to
reduce it.

Asked if there were other
matters on Sabah which
were discussed at the Cabi-

3t meeting, he said the dis-

:sign was not entirely on

sah.

“But having held the Cab-
inet meeting here, obvious-
ly we talked about Sabah a

lot.”

He said one of the reasons
why the Government had
decided tc hold Cabinet
meetings in different States
from time to time was “to
get the feel of what is hap-
pening on the ground”.

“We want to see what the
problems are,” he said.

He said there were many
problems in Sabah which
the Government had taken
steps to overcome.

He said the Cabinet had
also decided that Works
Minister Datuk Seri S Samy
Vellu stay back in Sabah to
look into the water supply

roblems in the State and
ind ways to tackle them
effectively.

Launching the Kota Kina-
balu Industrial Park in Teli-
pok near here yesterday, Dr
Mahathir had said that he
was confident that the cost
of living in Sabah could be
lowered by efficient control
of the prices of goods.

He said one of the factors
which contributed to the
high cost of living was the
high cost of transportation
of goods from the peninsula
to Sabah.

Asked on the rotation of
Sabah Chief Minister, Dr
Mahathir said it was still on
“as scheduled”

Under the present rota-
tion system, the Chief Min-
ister’s two-year term ex-
pires on March 27 next year.
Chief Minister Datuk Salleh
Said, is representing the
Muslim Bumiputera.

On who would be the
Chief Minister after the
term expired, Dr Mahathir
said it would be someone
from the Sabah Progressive
Party (SAPP), whose presi-
dent is Deputy Chief Minis-
ter Datuk Yong Teck Lee.

Asked whether Yong had

the opportunity to be the
Chief Minister in future, he
said: “Everybody has the op-
portunity.”

On whether the rotation
would not be as scheduled
as there had been calls by
various leaders in Sabah for
Salleh to continue as Chief
Minister, Dr Mahathir said:
“If there is an agreement by
all, we will consider.”

Asked on yesterday's re-
port that United States Pres-
ident Bill Clinton had ap-
pealed to Americans to
support sending US troops
to Bosnia, Dr Mahathir said
Malaysia weldomed any pos-
itive action.

It was also reported that
Clinton had said that he
would allow a small number
of US troops in a North At-
lantic Treaty Organisation
(Nato) advance mission
which would establish head-
quarters and set up commu-
nications.

Dr Mahathir said he
hoped any troops sent
would help to enforce peace.

He said Malaysia did not
want troops to go there and

“just look around and then

when the Serb attack, say
‘well, we are here to keep
the peace, if there is no
peace to keep, we don't
keep, we don't .enforce the
peace,” that is worse than
not having any troops.”

He said in Sebrenica,
something like 8,000 people
were massacred by the
Serbs because the so-called
peacekeeper just left the
place.

“If they had known that
they could not help, the best
thing for them to do was not
to say that it was a safe
haven. The poor Bosnians
went there thinking they
were safe and when the
Serbs attacked, they were
left to the Serbs and I am
quite sure they murdered
quite a lot of these people.”
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