
Come and 
work in 
peninsula, 
PM urges 
Sabah folk 
By Farush Khan and 
Joseph Bingkasan 

IIr Mahathir Mohamad has 
invltcd more people from 
Sabah. wht,re seven per cent 
of the population are not 
employed, to work in Penin- 
sular Malaysia which is fac- 
ing a shortngt, of manpower. 

HC smd hmtuse of the 
shortagy. t hf various au- 
thorittcs had to ctnploy for- 
etgnf’rs. 

“We prefer !(I have work- 
ers from Sab,,,t working in 
the peninsul;: rather than 
the forrttgtters,” he said 
whrn launching the Koi- 
saan (IJntted) Cultural De- 
velopment Institute (KDI) 
and the KIN conference here 
today 

A non-polittc‘al charitable 
organisatlon. the KDI is 
aimed at uplifting the quali- 
ty of life of the indigenous 
people of Sahah tn the fields 
of education. culture and 
economics. 

Chief Mtntstcr Datuk Sal- 
Ich Said. Kadazan Dusun 
Cultural Assoctation Sahah 
(Kotsaan) prl,sidcnt Datuk 
Set-i ,losrph Patrin Kittngan 
and founder executive 
chairman of KD1 Datuk Dr 
.Jeffrey Ktllngan also spoke 
at the func’tion 

Dr Mahathir saicl there 
was li0 rcastjn ft)r pfbople in 
Sabah to rc:matn unem. 
nlnved when there were 
abundant job opportunities 
in the peninsula. 

He said by working tn the 

He satd no matter what 
tribes and ethnic groups 
thca\, heloltged to. they were 
al! M:llay\ians who should 
work ri+fAif~r to improve 
their 11vinp standard. 

HP arl:!td that it was hts 
hope to WC everyone. irre- 

surpriseci !o fmd ihnt therb 
were as ~*lany as Ri tribes tn 
Sabah nlonr~. 

“It is clear that Malaysta 
is a unique countrv. Despite 
having so many trlhes, lan- 
guages and cultures. we can 
still live m peace and xx- 
many.” he added. 

Dr Mahathir satd one of 
the factors which contribut- 
ed to peace in Malaysia was 
thr Government’s liberal 
approach under which the 
people were given freedom 
to practise their own cul. 
ture and religions 
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