
Dr M: We must be 
ftiank about EAEC 
KUALA LUMPUR, lb. 
Tht% East Asia Economic 
Caucus (EAE:C) issue may 
be dixuswd at thr forth- 
c:umltq! Awan Summit in 
Bangkok. liatuk Seri l)r Ma- 
hathlr hloh;unad said 

“I t hulk It‘t; lmtwrtant 
that H c have a frank’discus- 
slot1 :jn the matter ” he told 
I ty,ort r-I’s aftc:r 1;lunching 
tlawk-t-s’ I)as 1995 at Hotel 
W;nx!y hc&today. reports 
I3ernarnn. 

The Prune Minister was 
asked to comment on his 
re(‘c’nl statement that the 

EAEC could be established 
without Japan’s participa- 
tion. 

Yesterday, a Japanese 
corporate figure said his 
country would he left out of 
the Asian communitv if it 
rbd not participate i”n the 
EAEC. 

The executive managing 
director of Mitsui & Co Ltd, 
Tan Sri K. Suzuki, said he 
regretted that Japan had 
not stated its stance despite 
several calls by Malaysia to 
join the EAEC. 

Asked if the caucus could 

be formed before 2020, Dr 
Mahathir said he would not 
speculate on this. 

“But we will not give up, 
we will wait even if it takes 
a long time,” he said. 

Dr Mahathir blamed in- 

~~%~3iZa,“~n%%GiZ~ 
the EAEC, describing it as a 
new form of colonialism. 

“This is what people call 
oppression by the su r- 
powers we want to CY 0 a 
tting, they prevent and op- 
press,” he said. 

“Because of this we oft& 

voice our opposition to- 
wards this . as long as they 
have the power, they use it 
for their own interest.” 

On the application by for- 
mer Parti Bersatu Sabah 
deputy president Datuk 
Amirkahar Rm Mustapha 
to join Umno, Dr Mahathir 
said he was free to do so and 
would be an ordinary mem- 
ber. 

He said it was clear that 
the majority gf the people of 
Sabah now realised that 
only the Barisan could 
work for their well-being. 
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