Let’s always

remain friends,
says Dr Mahathir

By Gerald Raja

SINGAPURE, ddal - Prune
Minister Datuk Sei1 Dr Ma-
hathir Mohamad wants rela-
tions between Malaysia and
Singapore to diways remain
cordial and on the best of
terms.

He said the twu countries
should continuc to get alvig
with each other | in the sdine
manner as displayed by Ma-
laysian and Singapucan
miembers of the Singapure

Medical  Alunini Associa
L.
D Mahathit sald: “we

hope  ovur two Colludrles
which are heighbouwis, can
ot along the way mowbess
ol tiwe alwennt get aoag.

Portanately. loi us, we
Malaysia and  Sligpdpuic)
are not d very gudrielsorae
lot.

“You must remember that
in uther countries, people
are not so driven to peaceful
approaches in solving prob-

leuis ... but here (associa-
tion), we would like to be
friends, and will continue
our friendship, long after
leaving the university.”

The Prime Minister was
speaking at the Singapore
Medical Alumni  Associa-
tion’s 72nd reunion dinner
which was held at the ball-
rouin of the Westin Stam-
ford here last night, where
he was the guest of honour.

The association com-
prises ex-members of the
Kig Edward VII College of
Medicine and the Faculties
of Medicine, universities of
Malaya and Singapore.

Also piesent were Dr Ma-
hathir’s wife, Datin Seri Dr
Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, twu
prominent Malaysian alum-
ni, Transport Ministei Da-
tuk Sert Dr Ling Liong Sik,
and Sarawak Deputy Chief
Minister Tan Sri Amar Dr
Wong Soon Kai, who is also
Miunister for Infrastructure
Development and Tourism
for the State, and associa-

}i_on president Prof Arthur
L.

Dr Mahathir's speech was
impromptu, but neverthe-
less, the Priine Minister was
certainly in his element.

Perhaps. 1t was a side of
Dr Mahathir which few Sin-
gaporeans knew that

apart from being an astute *

politician, he could be
equally at home, in a lighter
vein, as well.

Humonur seemed to be the
order of Dr Mahathir's ~off-
the-cuff™ speech as almost
everything he spoke of was
spiced with bhumour, and
the guests enjoved every
miirnute of it

As he recalled the days as
¢ medical student at the
University of Malaya in Sin-
gapore in 1952, the Prime
Minister held the guests in
stitches with his witty com-
nients and remarks.

At one stage, D Mahathir
even “admitted” to the
guests that he was “not very
good at this kind of (m

promptu) speeches”™ but, in
the same breath, told them
he wished they were his vot-
ers (so that 1t would enable
him to make a better
speech).

Dr Mahathir later re-
ceived a souvenir, which
was a leather-bound book
contalning comments on
the Prime Minister, by
members of the associa-
tion's alumni, from Lim, the
association's president.

Earlier, Dr Siti Hasmah
conferred the association's
honorary membership on
Dr Ling and Dr Wong, and
two Singaporean alumni, Dr
Oon Chiew Seng and Tan
Sri Dr Tay Teck Eng.

Dr Oon is a past president
of the Alumni Association,
and is currently setting up
the first Home for Senile
Dementia in Singapore,
while Dr Tay, who was also
the association’s past presi-
dent. is the chairman of the
Singapore Cancer Society.
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