
remain friends, 
says Dr Mahath 

letus ._. but here (associa- 
tion), we wuuld like tu be 
frtends, and will continue 
our frtcndship. long after 
leaving the university.” 

tiorr prestdcnt I’rof Arthut 
Lm1. 

Dr Mklhathtr’s spetbch was 

promptu) spetbches” but, tn 
the same breath. told them 
he wished they w’ere hts vat 
ers (so that tt would enable 
htm to make a better 
speech). The Prime Minister was 

speaking at the Singapore 
Medical Alumtn Associa- 
tion’s 72nd reunion dinner 
which w’ds held at the ball- 
ruuttt of the Westin &am- 
ford here last night, where 
he was the guest of honour. 

The associatton corn 
prls~s en: members of the 
Kmg Edward VII College of 
Medicine and the Faculties 
of Medicine, universities of 
Malaya drtd Singapore. 

Also pt t..bettt welt I)t, Ma- 
hathir’s wife, L)attn Sert Dr 
Siti fidalllah Mohd Ali, twu 
pt-otttin~:nt Malaysian alutn- 
iii. Trdnspurt Mtttiste, D;r- 
tuk Sert Dr Lmg L,iung Stk, 
and Sardwak Deputy (‘hit&f 
Minister Tan Sri Amar L)r 
Wang !&Jot1 Kai, who is also 
Minister for Infrastructure 
Development and Tourism 
for the State. and associa- 

impromptu. but neverthe- 
less, the Prtttte Minister was 
tertainly m his elrtnent. 

l’erhaps. it was a side of 
Ur Mahathtr w,htch few Sui- 
gaporrans knew that 
auart from betne an astutta l 

pblttictan, he“could be 
equal]:; at home, in a lighter 
vein. as wull 

Humf~ur seemed to be the 
order of I)r Mahathir’s “off- 
the-c uff-’ speech as almost 
ev%rythmg he spuke of was 
sptced with hurttour. and 
the guests cxnjoyed ever> 
tiiinutr :)f it 

As he rec,alled thts da!.s as 
it mt:dtcal student at the 
L:til\i,t-sity of Malaya in Siii- 
gapow ttk 1952. the Primr 
Mitttster held the guests in 
stitches with htb ~witty corm 

nrents and remarks 
At one stage. I)r Mahathtt 

cvell “adtttittt.d“ to thy 
guttbts t!i,tt he was “not \‘er1 
gootf .I[ this kind of (ml 

I 

w 
Dr Mahathir later re 

cetved a souvenir which 
was a leather-bound book 
containing comments on 
the Prime Minister. by 
members of the associa- 
tton’s alumni, from Lnn. the 
association’s president 

Earlier. Dr Sttt Hasmah 
conferred the association‘s 
honorary membership on 
Dr Ling and Dr Wang, and 
two Singaporean alumni, 111. 
Oon Chirw Seng and Tari 
Sri l)r ‘ray ‘I‘eck Eng. 

Or C)on ts d past president 
of the Alutntti Assoctattun. 
and is Lurretttl>~ settmy up 
the first Home for Sett~le 
Dementia in Singapure. 
while 13r Tav. wlho was also 
the association‘s past prest 
dent. is the chatrtnan of the 
Singapore Cancer Society. 
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