
PM: All must care 
for environment 
By K. Bala 
TANJUNG KHlJ (I,angka- 
wi), sun. Caring for the 
environment is the joint r(t- 
.,ponsibitity of developers 
md the residents of the rap- 
idly growing island resort. 
Uatuk Scri Dr Mahathir 
Mohamad said today. 

IIcsc~rihing the island. 
particularly the scenic Tan- 
jung lihu as “God’s g:lft ,to 
Lis”. the Prmie Minister 
and developers and locals 
must ensure that they took 
,Ifter the environment. 

Opcmng the luxury Ka- 
disson Tanjung Rhu hotel 
developed by Kauthar Ven- 
tur(’ Capltal Sdn Hhd, he 
sdid there have been com- 
plaints that the beautiful 
corals of thr island have 
been littered with cans 
dumped indiscriminately 
ir1to the S(‘il. 

“I)cvelopers and the local 
people m&t preserve the 
environment and keep the 
island, including the beach~ 
es clean,” he added: 

1)r Mahathir also. rtl 
ferred to another environ- 
mental eve~sore the 
shanty stalls and trading 
areas amidst hotels and 
btjach resorts. 

At certain places like 
I’anjung Khu. such un- 
kempt structures do not 
blend with the type of de 
velopment and s&&ry. 

In such cases the owners 
,~f these places rnust co-op- 
erate and move out to other 
cma~. But even when they 
move to new areas. it is 
their responsibility to keep 

their premises and sur- 
roundings clean. 

Dr Mahathir reminded 
residents. uarticularlv that 
some of th’em have become 
millionaires following the 
rapid development on the 
island. Because of these de- 
velopments, many local 
residents have benefited as 
land prices had escalated 
manifold and industries 
have sprung. 

Rut some, he said, still 
remain as fishermen and 
farmers. 

Generallv most of the is- 
land folks iive better and in 
houses bigger than many 
on the mainland like Alor 
Star. 

He urged the residents to 
be realistic and reminded 
elected representatives to 
play their part in explain- 
ing such matters to the lo- 
car population. 

Dr Mahathir was happy 
that development has come 
to Tanjung Rhu which he 
described as the best spot 
on the island. “Unfortu- 
nately, we could not devet- 
op the area earlier because 
of some problems,” he add- 
ed. 

With the opening of the 
hotel. he said Tanjung Rhu 
would progress like the oth- 
er beachfi;onts on the is- 
land. 

Earlier in his speech, 
&chairman of Kauthar, Tan 
Sri Tajudin Ramli, said 
careful and detailed plan- 
nine have been riven and 
effo‘;ts will be taken to en- 
sure that further develop- 
ment of the area would be 

in harmony with its natu- 
ral beauty. 

“Environmental preser- 
vation, wilt be the essence 
of our development works 
in the area,” said Tajudin. 
Yesterday, Tajuddin said 
that he had dropped plans 
for a golf course as it would 
harm the environment and 
ecology 

He said Tanjung Rhu is a 
nerfect area with beauti- 
ful scenery, sandy beaches 
and flora and fauna. “OnI) 
quality and perfection from 
our staff can match its 
beauty which is beyond de- 
scription,” he added. 

“We want to retain as 
much as possible of the nat- 
ural beauty. Although the 
development concept of the 
250 ha area is being dis- 
cussed, we want the end 
product to be a work of 
art,” he said. 

The 3X-room Radisson 
Tanjung Rhu Hotel was re- 
developed at great finan- 
cial cost by Tajudin from 
what was formerly Mutiara 
Court. 

Much debate went into 
the reconstruction of the 
hotel, but Tajudin finally 
decided that the old struc- 
ture should remain white 
major refurbishment 
works were carried out on 
the building. 

“The coal of the refur- 
bishment could have easily 
built a new hotel, but we 
wanted to do things with- 
out affectine the environ- 
ment,” he aduded. 

Four to five hotels are 
being planned for the area 

including the Radison and 
the original estimate was 
RM1.2 billion. 

“We believe it will cost 
more because of certain de- 
sign ideas that we have fat 
these hotels.” he said. 

Tajudin. w-ho is also the 
Malaysian Airlines execu- 
tive chairman, has commis- 
sioned a professor-poet to 
study the designs of the Ma- 
lay palaces. 

“We want to look at the 
places that the aristocracy 
lived in and how some of 
the designs could be incor- 
porated into our hotel to 
reflect our past heritage.” 
he said. 

He added that the idea 
was to blend the envlron- 
ment with the heritage to 
give a new image to luxury 
hotel accommodation. 

The design on the second 
hotel which will have be- 
tween 200 and 250 rooms 
has started. Construction 
will take about a year. but 
the design concept will be 
the critical factor. 

“We hope to decide on the 
design concept by next 
month or latest February. 
using the assistance of the 
orofessor-uoet.” he said. 

To pres’erve the natural 
beauty, Tajuddin has taken 
pains at great financial cost 
to restore the scars left bv 
previous developer Prom& 
Berhad on the land where 
the Radisson is sited. 

He has commissioned a 
botanist to identifv trees 
peculiar to the area which 
had been cut down in the 
previous development. t 
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