
Theme park 
addition 
to island’s 
attractions 
LANGKAWI, Mon. -- Visi- 
tors to the island will find 
an added man-made attrac- 
tion with the opening of 
Aquabeat, a water theme 
Dark. at Kuala Muda by 
prime Minister Datuk Se6 
Dr Mahathir Mohamad to- 
night. 

The KM40 million joint- 
venture project by Ekran 
Berhad of Tan Sri Ting Pek 
Khing and Langkawi Devel- 

, opment Authority can be 
1 used PWII during rainy d?ys 

as it IS the nation’s hrst 
1 indoor water theme park. 

In officiatmg the project. 
Dr Mahathir spoke of the 
growing stature of the IS- 

, land as an international re- 
( sort with various tourism 
; faclhtles. besides the natu- 

ral attractions. 
It 1s a far crv from the old 

days whrn land was practi- 
cally t'wr or very cheap. 

“Hut now we have more 
than 7.000 rooms with 1.6 
millton visitors last year. of 
which Wo.CNM were forclgn- 
crs. Ten years ago there 
iyyrrcl only a few hundred 
room5 and they were not 
eve17 three star rating.” he 

I)r Mahathir attrihutcd 
the rapid growth in Lourlxm 
to the nat&al attrxtlons of 
the &md. 

Y~nc~c~ thew attractions 
becamt~. known there was a 
surcein tourist arrl\-als.” he 

hrrtiis for pleasure craft. 
Sotnt~what similar to the 
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