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KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. 
While the Government 
strives for higher technol- 
oh?. it will never neglect its 
primary rcspon,sibilities to 
the people, especially in pro- 
viding them with basic ame- 
nities, Datuk Set-i Dr Ma- 
hathir Mohamad said today. 

The Prime Minister said 
hightech projects, includ- 
ing those involving the 
aerospace industry, were 
“not just for fun, but for the 
people’s benefit”. 

He said that right from 
the day the country 
achieved independence in 
1957. the Government had 
been concentrating on de- 
veloping rural areas and 
eradicating poverty and had 
succeeded to a great extent 
in these efforts. 

“If we want to say we 
cannot go into other areas 
until we have eradicated 
poverty, then we will not 
have electronic factories 
and so on and the country 
will lose out.” 

He said that to eradicate 
poverty, the Government 
needed money and to get the 
money, it must move to- 
wards mdustrialisation. 

It was through these ef- 
forts. he said, that the Gov- 
ernment could create job op- 
portunities and provide 
higher income to the people. 

“We do not give priority 
to Lima to the extent we 
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them that we are doing this. 
“I have said several times 

that the country needs to 
change from industry which 
depends on labour to one 
which depends more on cap- 
ital and technology,” he 
said, adding that this was 
important to produce 
skilled and efficient work- 
ers who would be able to 
earn high incomes. 

By depending on un. 
skilled workers (buruh ka. 
sar), he said, the people’s 
income would remain low. 

“What the Government 
wants is to raise the people’s 
income. not through strikes 
or demands, but by upgrad- 
ing skills,” he said in an 
interview with eight editors. 
and senior journalists. 
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The 20-minute Press con- 
erence via video conferenc- 
ng by Telekom Malaysia 

was held for the first time in 
the country. Dr Mahathir 
was in Langkawi while the 
journalists who were at De- 
wan Perdana at the Prime 
Minister’s Department here. 
With the Prime Minister 
were Datin Seri Dr Siti Has- 
mah Mohamed Ali and De- 
fence Minister Datuk Syed 
Hamid Albar. 

Dr Mahathir said this 
when asked how the Gov- 
ernment would explain to 
some people who might 
have the wrong impression 
that it was going too far into 
“expensive areas” when 
there were other areas in 
the country which needed 
attention. 

To another question that 
Lima was becoming “an 
arms market” and that the 
money the Government 
spent on the “military toys 
for the military boys” could 
probably be utilised for oth- 
er purposes, he said it was 
not an arms market. 

. 
“It focuses on the aero- 

space industry, but weap- 
ons for military aircraft can- 
not be avoided.” 

However, he said, the 
Government was concerned 
about the need for Malay- 
sians to grasp this technol- 
ogy because if it was ig- 
nored altogether, the 
country would be left be- 
hind in this field. 

“We do not buy toys as 
stated. Actually, they are 
not toys. If  unnecessary, we 
will not buy,” he said, add- 
ing that Malaysia, in fact, 
had fewer weapons than 
some smaller countries. 

He said Malaysia needed 
bigger patrol boats now as 
the areas of coverage were 
wider than before. 

“But if people from out- 
side who came to see (Lima) 
and wantedto buy (what are 
beine exhibited), what’s 
wrong?” 

However, ne sam, rne ex- However, he said, the ex- 
hibition was related to the related to the 
aerospace industry and the 7 and the 
Government was not con- not con- 
centrating on mi!itary ni!itary 
equipment. 
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Exploration of space technology will benefit nation 
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He -said Malaysia needed 
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to explore the aerospace in- 
dustry to ensure that it 
would not be exposed to var- 
ious outside pressures, in- 
cluding in information 
broadcasting. 

’ On Lima ‘95, Dr Mahathir 
described its development 
as tremendous, saying that 
it had been recognised as an 
international event. 

the progress was already 
clear even if the nation did 
not have a special policy on 
this. 

tion, he said the introduc- 
tion of locally-made light 
aircraft was a direct effort to 
reduce the cost of learning. 

fjc said the exploration of 
space technolo&~. which in- 
volved satellites. would help 
the country and its people 10 
control mformation tech 
nolokT without havrng to 
rely on others. 

I)r Mahathir said satellite 
technology. in fact. could be 
turned into a “modern busi- 
ness venture” involving 
equipment 35.000 feet up in 

“Some say it is now the 
fifth biggest airshow after 
Paris, Farnborough. Dubai 
and Singapore so. it is 
now not very far from Paris 
and Farnborough.” 

He said It became more 
~n~unu&‘ui wrth the co-op- 
1’1 ation belwren k~al dnd 
foretgn tires III the nmlu- 
facturing of aircraft ~:ompo- 
nents and light aircraft. 

On whether a policy was 
necessary to regulate the 
aerospace industry, he said 

He said he was happy that 
local firms had acquired the 
skills in certain fields in the 
industry. 

“Maybe one day we will 
have a speriai policy in this 
field.” 

He said the PCJhCy now 
was to see the rapid growth 
of the Industry with more 
parri~~lpation from people m 
the m~uufacturing md ;>\‘I- 
ation wctors. 

Asked about possible m- 
centives to encourage pri- 
vate flying, especially 
among the younger genera- 

“I am confident many io- 
cal firms will be willing to 
offer scholarships for This 

PU’8%se<:ideo conferencing 
was made possible follow 
ing the completion of Tele- 
kom’s fibre-optic .ubmarine 
c,jbic ;jrojeLt fron Pcri,rrak 
in Ltingk3\% 1 tr, K11ain &rlis 
1r: i’erlis 

licxrding it, ~~eleic~nn. 
the iiiitiai ‘i i‘l’t\ ,-3i :he 
RMll ;iz;ihol; PI ojec, otigar: 
111 October last yeai .tnd was 
commissioned two months 
ago. 

. 


	PM : It's for the people's good (NST 09/12/1995)

