


.ionicslic nictlia ~~IIIIII~IUI hmiic Itic mcs- 
ago tbal Chc n;ilicm w;rnlcd Maha~hir ancl 

Anwar to my whcrc rhcy ;II-c. 

‘I-hc pmy assud~l y 111;1[ opcd Nov. 
23 tumxl inlo :I gudliil~ liar-day glorilica- 

tion 01’ Ihc lcadcrshil~. IJRINO’h See.-(;CII. 

.Motl;lmetl tinhm~ll 5aid: “WC love 5’011 

‘bOlli.” Anwar plcdgctt bib unswcrvinf loy- 

alty to Mahathir-: “M), allegiance to lhc 
txcsitlcnl should no Iongcr bc clucslioncd. 
‘IXcrc is no need I‘or ;i~iyonc Lo pit LIP 

ag;iind cxh olhcr or wadu lhcir iimc in 

noniinaling ilic 1‘01. lhc prcsidcncy.” 
Mahadiir rcsponrlccl Iq uyiq how ~o~~chcd 

hc was by Anwar‘x sc\turc, and what a1 ;I 

rime “which is not toc~ liar in [tic fuklrc” hc 

would hand over ~hc tcxlcrship lo Anwxr. 

The ~lsscmbly ]xlSSUI 211 llll]“c’“Jsl~lcd 

molioii lhat lherc w01~Id lx no conks1 foi 

lhc lop 1w0 posh unlil I ‘Wd. 

Why did MahaLhir mdic an ;II~II~LII~~~- 

~nent now? Says suci;d adivisl S>d Husin 
/\li, who has knowri Anwar li)r maiiy years: 

“I (hink it was LO pacil~y (hc Anw;rr people. 

who want him to go ctu~c’kly.” Most sccmccf 
RI think it W;IS ;I good time I(: clear the air. 

(comments Moehamad Iz:I( 01‘ rhc Malay 

(Iti;imbcr of Comnic~c: “JMah;ithir- says hc 
warils lo h;rntl over ;I pai-ly fully iritacl Lo his 

successor. Ii’s ;I rc\t7on\ihle s~alcmcril. 

Whatcvcr needs lo bc x&t has been said 

and what bct(cr time than in the party’s 

gciicrcrl ~~sscmt~ly.” 

Adds Pcnang-bxxt xadcmic Ctiadra 

t\kal‘l’nr: “A vasl majorily of UMNO pw- 

talc will bc hat)tJy with ~hc decision of the 
:xsscmbly for no contet. II‘ the PM and 

P,nwar w&c actually ccmlc\ting :ig;iinsl 

:,ich olhcr, (tic rcpcrcussions woiild have 

DCCII dcvxtating lix 111~ party.” Others I’clt 

hlahathir hat no choice. Says Sycd Husin: 

*I think llic prcssurc oil Iiini vub slrori~. 

&nd it also C3mc I’IXIIII Anwar’s boyh. 

il~hotigti Uicy don’1 li!e lo LISC ltid Icrm.” 

When cxaclly will Maha[hir step 

.Itnvn‘! Says Sycct I lusj~i: “Ucarly Iticrc has 

xc’ii a11 agrccmcnl 01’ 5011ic sorl Ix2lwcc1i 

tic Iwo mcii. hiil cn;i~.tly wt1;11 il is only 

hey tkiiow. ‘1‘0 iiic’. il Ioc1h5 litx ;I coi~il~i~o- 

Ike bc~wucn llic Iwo >idc5.” All 11~11 1x15 

xcii indicalctl is 1h;il iCl,di;ilhir will rirosl 

ikcly slcp dowii vol~~~~la~~ily iii 1’;1vor 01‘ 

Inwar bc\wccn now ;II\~ 100’1. 

Some suggest 1007. giving lime I’oI- 

tic PM IO cii,joy I;VNO‘\ 50111 aririivcrury 

ics( year; okra say I OOS. 50 M~rti:~thir a11 

d’licialc 21 (tic Cor~~~iicr~i~~~c;~ltli Gimcs. ai 

\l’l<<‘ sumriiil and Itic rqx7iing 0I‘ lhc UC\+ 

<.I,. ;iirporl; yet olhers ICYI hc may \l;i!’ 011 

Iritit IOY2. This is imprtrtxiblc. I1 is mow 

ikly 10 lx next ycx. ‘I‘IIc’ Novcnibcr I996 
r nivcrsary assc~iibly will Ix ;I g;ki al’lllir. 

vtlh Mahalbir ~hc I’ocu\ 01’ atlutdio~l. M’ha~ 

11 Itcr liltic lo piss 1111 Ilic lu1~~11 lo :I dyixm- 

:,yoti~~g Icadcr lihc /\~iw;ir. ~vtioni hc lxi‘- 

orially bro~ighl inlo Ilic t);iiUy d pcmlctl 

.)I’ UlC pos1. . 
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	Surely the time will come, soon for a new leader to head the party (AsiaWeek 08/12/1995)

