22 MAY 1996
Mahat hir-d i nton
MALAYSI A TO G VE US$10 M LLI ON TO BUY ARMS FOR BOSNI A

By: Sal ny Hashi m

WASHI NGTON, May 22 (Bernamm) -- Mal aysia today agreed to contribute
US$10 nmillion (about RMR5 million) to armand train the Bosnian arny to
defend the Bal kan state

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mbhat hir Mohanmad announced this after
nmeeting President Bill Cinton at the Wite House here.

Dr Mahathir told Ml aysian journalists that Mal aysia was responding to
an invitation by dinton who in a letter to Dr Mahat hir had asked Ml aysi a
to give financial aid for buying arns and training the Bosnian troops to
def end t hensel ves.

Cinton has al so asked Islam c countries in Wst Asia to contribute
US$100 million for this purpose.

"Clinton's viewis so different fromthat of (leaders of) Europe who
feel that Bosnia does not need to be given arns," he said after the
20-m nute neeting, their second since Cinton assuned office in 1993.

The Mal aysian military contribution, whichis a first by the country,
woul d be extended to Bosnia as soon as possible, he said.

Mal aysi ans have been very synpathetic to the Bosni ans and have donat ed
mllions of ringgit to help ease their sufferings.

There are al so about 1,500 Ml aysi an sol diers serving in Bosnia under
the Nato-led I npl enmentation Force (I FOR)

Mal aysi a' s Anbassador to the U S. Datuk Dali Hashimsaid the neeting
between Dr Mahathir and Cdinton was a very good one.

"The Anericans were excited with the good rapport between the two
| eaders and the neeting plus the correspondence refl ected the desire by
both to maintain personal contacts,” he told reporters after the neeting.

He said dinton al so sought Dr Mahathir's views on China and asked him
to speak out in America that China nmust renain engaged and not isolated in
the interest of peace and security in the region

Dr Mahat hir, who has | ong enphasi sed the need for dial ogue to resolve
i nternational problens, congratulated Cinton for agreeing to extend the
Most Favoured Nation status for China for one nore year.

A Wi te House spokesman said the di scussions were nmai nly on China.

Both | eaders agreed that in the interest of China and its nei ghbours,
it was better to work together and engage China rather than to isolate it.

"Because of its size and potential, it is destined to beconme a great
nation in the early part of the 21st century,"” the spokesnman said.

Dr Mahathir said he al so expressed his concern on the killing of
civilians in Lebanon by Israel in retaliation against attacks on its
territory.

He urged the U S. to advise |srael against doing this.

He described his relationship with Cinton as quite good, saying they
frequently wote to each whenever international issues arose.

Dr Mahat hir today had nine neetings, including with U S. Congress
nmenbers, American and international corporate | eaders and Mal aysi an
st udent s.

Meanwhi | e, in KUALA LUMPUR, Defence M nister Datuk Syed Ham d Al bar
sai d Mal aysia did not expect major problens in training the Bosnian arned
forces, as it has w de experience serving in the Bal kan state under the
Unprof or and Ifor

He said Malaysia is willing to share its experience and knowl edge with
the Bosnian arned forces so that they could | ook after their country's



peace and stability.
Mal aysi a, he said, always holds the viewthat in order to create a

| asting peace in that country, there should be a mlitary bal ance apart
fromeconom c and civil reconstruction which are being carried out now.
"In this context, as far as Malaysia is concerned, we are happy to
contribute in whatever way we can so that Bosnia can be securely | ooked
after by the Bosnians thensel ves," he added.
Syed Hanmi d said the Mal aysi an Arnmed Forces have facilities such as the
Armed Forces Staff College to train Bosnian military officers. -- BERNAMA
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