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600 VI LLAGES TO BE DEVELCPED UNDER DESA WAWASAN PROGRAMVE

KOTA TINGE, June 1 (Bernanmm) -- About 600 villages will be sel ected
annual Iy under the Rural Devel opment M nistry's Desa Wawasan Movenent to
gui de themto achi eve progress, the mnister, Datuk Annuar Misa, said
t oday.

He said under the programre the vill ages, besides being provided with
basic facilities |like piped water and electricity, would be invovled in
econom ¢ activities including srmall industries.

A large portion of the RM300 million allocated to the mnistry under
the Seventh Mal aysia Plan woul d be used to ensure success of the project,
he sai d addi ng that the Comunity Devel opnent Departnent (KEMAS), anpng
others, would play a greater role.

"Al'l governnment machinery including KEMAS woul d be directed to be nore
active to ensure success of the programme,” he told reporters after
| aunchi ng t he Desa Wawasan proj ect at Kanpung Jawa, Penggerang near here.

He said if the programme was seriously inplenented there was no reason
for people in the country especially those in rural ares to be poor or be
| eft out of the mminstreamof devel opnent.

Annuar al so criticised actions of certain groups which abused
governnent assi stance including the Devel opnment Project for the Hardcore
Poor (PPRT) which deprived the target group fromreceiving the assistance

Such action would only hanper devel opnent in the areas affected and
retard progress, he said.

Annuar sai d the |aunching of Desa Wawasan at national |evel would be
performed by Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad in Perak on July
4. -- BERNAMVA
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