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Mahat hir-Asia (Wth Pix)
A NEWASI A ON THE RI SE, SAYS MAHATHI R

KUALA LUVPUR, Jan 11 (bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad t oday
stressed the need for Asian countries to continue with the task of creating
a New Asia, one that will bring nmassive and conprehensive devel opnent to
t he region.

Saying that a New Asia is on the rise, the Prine Mnister said for Asia
to be worthy and to have the capability, there has to be a conscious Asi an
Renai ssance, a rebirth that woul d re-nmake Asia and re-shape the world.

"Asia cannot be stopped... This New Asia nust continue to be an
achi eving Asia, a continent of progress, bringing nmassive and conprehensive
devel opnent to all Asians," he said in his keynote address at the New Asia
Forum here.

The two-day forumis jointly organised by the Institute of Strategic
and International Studies (I1SIS) and Transforma Conferences, a Hong Leong
Group Mal aysia affiliate.

More than 100 people from 10 countries including Ml aysia, China,

I ndi a, Japan and Taiwan are attending the forum

Dr Mahathir said the New Asia nust be a contributing Asia, a continent
that contributes not only to its constituents' advancenent but to the
advancenent of mankind as a whol e.

To achieve that, the New Asia has to be an enpowered Asia, "a continent
that is a nover and shaker, not the object but the subject of internationa
affairs and not a consequence but a cause."

He added that while Asia must eschew the idea of Asian dom nance, it
must still insist on being an equal partner of Europe and America and
reject dom nation by any of them

So far, the Asian nations have devel oped separately, disparately and
with no vision of the roles they should play for Asia and the world, he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir said the Renai ssance of Asia has been going on unnoticed
and the time has conme for Asian countries to make thensel ves aware of it.

"W shoul d cone together, not to confront others, not to forma trade
bl oc, not to be obstreperous and arrogant... as nuch as we should not be
apol ogetic, we should bear no grudges,” he added.

Dr Mahathir said Asian countries nust only assert their denocratic
rights as nations to be equal and not to all ow thenselves to be nentally,
informationally and di pl omati cal |l y bl udgeoned.

"W must point out that it is undenocratic of others to stop us from
forming a tal king shop Iike the EAEC (East Asia Economi c Caucus) when they
thensel ves are form ng protectionist trade blocs," he added.

He went on to cite exanples of a few Asian countries |ike Japan, China,
Tai wan and Sout h Korea which nmanaged to rise fromthe ashes of war and
poverty to beconme econonic giants.

Mal aysi a too, he said, once considered by the Western world as a prine
candi date for the "dustbin of history," is now enjoying a standard of
Iiving higher than any country in the South, Central or North Arerica with
the exception only of the United States and Canada.

"...in Asia, we are only behind Japan, Hong Kong and Tai wan. Not bad
for a primary candi date for the dustbin of history... not bad for a country
whi ch so many ' knew had no future," he added.

Dr Mahathir said if Asian nations were to believe that the next great
econom ¢ crusade woul d be one for efficiency and productivity, not just for



human resource devel opment or foreign investnments, he suspects that Asia
wi |l sonehow achi eve it.

He cautioned, however, that the the Asian Renai ssance woul d face
opposition from"the tyranny of the Western controlled international news
nedi a. "

"They have a vested interest to see that the Asian rebirth is abort ed,
partly because bad news make noney for themand partly because the Wst to
whi ch they belong feel threatened,” he said.

Saying that the rebirth of Asia was not going to be easy, he said it
can be achieved if Asians "work at it and work hard." -- BERNANVA



	A NEW ASIA ON THE RISE, SAYS MAHATHIR (Bernama 11/01/1996)

