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A TRI BUTE TO DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, July 24 (Bernanma) -- Political |eaders, including from
the opposition, were today unani mous in acknow edgi ng the | eadership of
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, saying he is largely
responsi ble for the transformati on, success and progress that the country
has under gone.

Parti Mel ayu Semangat 46 (S46) president Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah echoed
the chorus of tribute when he said Dr Mahathir was a | eader who had
contributed i mensely to the country.

"As Prine Mnister he stands out as a | eader full of ideas, sonme of
whi ch others could not think of...many of them (ideas) have been transl ated
intoreality," he said

He was speaking to reporters after attending a "Preni er Luncheon" at
t he Renai ssance Kual a Lunpur Hotel here to mark Dr Mahathir's 15th year in
office as Prine Mnister.

Anong the 600 peopl e present at the reception were Menteris Besar,

Chief Mnisters, MPs, veteran politicians, |eaders of political parties,

i ncludi ng the opposition, corporate | eaders and seni or governnent officers.
The | uncheon was organi sed by Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar

| brahi mand hi s Cabi net col | eagues.

Tengku Razal ei gh sai d Mal aysi a had under gone trenendous changes si nce
Dr Mahathir took over the helm

"I think he is a unique person," he said.

Tengku Razal ei gh, a former finance mnister, said as an opposition
| eader it was appropriate for himto give recognition and appreciation
where "it is due" to the efforts of Dr Mahathir

PAS ul ama chief Datuk Nik Aziz Nik Mat said his presence at the
recepti on showed that he was happy with Dr Mahathir's adm nistration.

"The invitation extended to the opposition is very meaningful, starting
fromthe anti-nuclear gathering earlier...This can lead to a better
at nrosphere in ties between the governnent and opposition,” said N k Aziz,
who i s Kel antan Menteri Besar.

Ni kK Azi z hoped that nore such gatherings transcending the politica
di vide coul d be organi sed to enhance harnony and the spirit of tol erance.

DAP secretary-general LimKit Siang said Dr Mahathir had played his
role as the Prinme M nister.

"Al'l have played their roles, the government has played its role, the
Prime M nister has played his role and the opposition also played its
role...all doing it for the good of the country," he said.

Fornmer Health Mnister Datuk Lee Kim Sai described Dr Mahathir as a nan
with vision and the skills required to solve controversies, problens and
di sput es.

In his 15 years at the helm he had made inval uable contributions to
Mal aysi a, especially his Vision 2020 ai med at making the country fully
i ndustrialised, he said.

"He is a man full of ideas and guidance. It is a great success for
him" he added. -- BERNAMA
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