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ACCI DENTS AND CHOLERA CAUSES OF DECLINE I N TOURI ST ARRI VALS

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 31 (Bernamm) -- Reports on accidents and cholera in
several states in the country were anong the causes for the decline of
tourist arrivals in the country during the first six nmonths of the year

Culture, Arts and Tourism M ni ster Datuk Sabbaruddi n Chik said that
being a sensitive industry, such occurrences could discourage tourists from
comng to the country.

The nunber of tourists coming to Peninsular Mal aysi a declined by 4.2
per cent, with 3.46 million tourist arrivals during the first six nonths of
the year conmpared to 3.61 million during the sane period the previous year

However, he did not blanme the w de nedia coverage on acci dents and
di seases because the public including tourists need to know the | atest
devel opnments in the country.

For exanple, tourists from Si ngapore and Japan were sel ective and
sensitive over incidents |ike road accidents and | andsli des but they shoul d
be i nformed of such occurrences, he said after flagging off participants of
the treasure hunt in conjunction with Visit Terengganu Year '97 here,

t oday.

"W have been able to overcone the setback during the second hal f of
the year," he said.

He said the decline in the arrivals of tourists was nmore noticeable
from anong Si ngaporeans and not from other countries.

Sabbaruddi n said that fewer nunber of Singaporeans conming to the
country during the first six nonths coul d have been because of the
Si ngapore squad did not take part in the Malaysia Cup this year.

Atotal of 38 cars took part in the treasure hunt which was the curtain
raiser for the Visit Terenggany Year. They were flagged of f at Merdeka
Stadi um and are expected to arrive at the finishing line in Kuala
Terengganu this afternoon

Visit Terenggany Year will be |aunched by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanad i n Kual a Terengganu, tonorrow.

Sabaruddi n compl i nented the Terengganu governnent for organising Visit
Terengganu Year as an effort to help the growh of the tourismindustry in
the country.

He said the mnistry had al so hel ped pronote Terengganu's cul ture
outside the country by allocating 20 minutes for songs and dances fromthe
east coast state at every pronotion. -- BERNAMA
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